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Burundi 


Burundi: Government Rules Out UN Presence, 
Now im ‘War’ Situation 

AB1901180296 Paris AFP in English 

1729 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) UNITED NATIONS, Jan 19 
(AFP) — The Burundi Government on Friday [19 
January) firmly rejected any UN military deployment 
inside or outside the African country’s borders fearing 
a troop presence could further fuel tensions. 


The letter released by the Burundian ambassador to 
the United Nations, Nsanze Terence was issued as 
the UN Security Council was in session discussing 
limited measures aimed at helping to prevent an ethnic 
bloodbath in Burundi. 


UN spokeswoman Sylvana Foa said Friday UN Secre- 
tary General Butrus Butrus-Ghali was “extremely pre- 
occupied” about the situation in Burundi. 

The letter categorically rejected a proposal from Butrus- 
Ghali for international troops to be stationed in Zaire in 
order to intervene if necessary inside Burundi. 

It said that “far from serving as a deterrent, the military 
presence in the immediate vicinity of Burundi would 
appear to be a sword of Damocles" which would 
provoke “constant psychotic fear.” 


Already, the ambassador said, “the threat of a deploy- 
ment of troops provisionally based abroad or of military 
intervention without transition is provoking a climate of 
uneasiness in Burundi.” 

The letter also expressed hostility to Butrus-Ghali's 
proposal for UN guards to be stationed inside Burundi 
to protect humanitarian workers. 


The plan had “no raison d'etre and meets with the 
Opposition of my government” which feared that such 
a deployment would be a “Trojan horse" leading to 
“military intervention proper.” 

The Burundi government stressed that the United Na- 
tions should instead offer “all necessary assistance with 
a view to the settlement of the nation's problems by Bu- 
rundians themselves,” including increased humanitarian 
assistance. 

The government has previously expressed opposition to 
Butrus-Ghali’s proposals, notably after the secretary- 
general on December 29 insisted that the Security 
Council should give consideration to his idea for a 
preventive force and protective guards. 


But the Security Council has so far failed to act on the 
proposals which were first put forward in 1994. 
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On Friday, the 15-member Council was discussing rec- 
ommendations from UN High Commissioner Sadako 
Ogata, who visited Bujumbura earlier this month. 
Butrus-Ghali also discussed the situation on Thursday 
with four key Security Council members. 


Ogata is notably calling for urgent dispatch of a 
"technical security mission" which could study the 
feasibility of deploying UN guards. 


She also wants closer cooperation between the United 
Nations and Organisation of African Unity military 
observers to improve liaison between the humanitarian 
community and Burundi's fragiie coalition government. 


Burundi’s state radio is now describing the situation as 
“war.” 


Bujumbura Reportedly Relaxed; Tutsi Extremists 
Isolated 


BR1901144096 Groot-Bijgaarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch 19 Jan96 p6 


[Report by Rik de Gendt: "Burundian Tutsi Extremists 
Become Isolated" } 


(FBIS Translated Text} Brussels — After four days of 
general strike in the Burundian capital of Bujumbura, 
the initiators, radical Tutsis, are becoming increasingly 
isolated. That this is being brought about through the 
actions of the Army is a remarkable development, to 
say the least. 


Yesterday Bujumbura was strikingly relaxed, a fellow 
Belgian told DE STANDAARD by telephone. Offices, 
schools, and government departments remained closed, 
but both the big market and most food shops and 
chemists were open and attracted many customers. 
Soldiers and policemen were visible in the streets and 
had the situation under control. A demonstration in the 
Place de |’ Independance in the city center was dissolved 
before it could get properly under way. 


Unlike in previous strike actions, opposition politicians 
and above ail the Army, which consists almost exclu- 
sively of Tutsis, distanced themselves both in public and 
in practice from the calls and actions of the extremist 
Tutsi militias. According to two independent sources, 
their leader, Deo Niyonzima, was reported to have been 
detained. 


"A power struggle seems to be taking place within the 
Tutsi ethnic minority,” according to our correspondent. 
"Many ordinary citizens are sick to death of the terror 
and intimidation. Even in the Tutsi Ngagara neighbor- 
hood the inhabitants are no longer letting themselves 
be scared so easily by the otherwise much-feared youth 


is report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyngh! owners 
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President Sylvestre Ntibantunganya and the ministers 
of the government of Prime Minister Nduwayo are 
cuntinuing their "pacification campaign” in the interior. 
Yesterday Ntibantunganya even went to the badly hit 
province of Bubanza. 


Flight 


Heavy fighting in the north-east of Burundi had driven 
15,000 Rwandan Hutu refugees from their camp over 
the past days. The Hutus have fled over the Tanzanian 
border, which is 2 km from the Mugano camp. During 
the past weeks an approximately equal number of 
people had already left because they no longer felt 
safe. The head of the local UNHCR, Mise Hitoshi, 
said on Thursday [18 January] that the Mugano camp 
"had ceased to exist" on Wednesday evening due to the 
fighting in the area. 


Burundi: U.S. Envoy Albright Warns Against 
‘Abuse of Violence’ 


AB2001 184096 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 20 Jan 96 


(From ‘he African news] 


(FBIS Tyanscribed Text] The U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations, Madeleine Albright, has warned the 
Government of Burundi that the country must not be 
allowed to fall into what she called a hopeless abuse 
of violence. She was speaking after talks in the capital, 
Bujumbura, with the prime minister, Antoine Nduwayo, 
on ways of ending the ethnic violence there. 


Yesterday, the UN Security Council agreed to send a 
delegation to Burundi to examine ways of improving 
security. particularly for relief workers who have been 
forced by the violence to abandon their operations in 
many parts of the country. Ms. Albright has now gone to 
Rwanda. She is due to visit doctors who are exhuming 
a mass grave in the western town of Kibuye, where 
thousands of Tutsis were killed during the worst period 
of ethnic violence almost two years ago. 


Rwandan Refugees Reach Tanzanian Border; 
Troops Bura Camp 

AB2101191796 Paris AFP in English 

1856 GMT 21 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Bujumbura, Jan 21 (AFP) — 
A second wave of thousands of Rwandan refugees 
encamped in Burundi reached the country's border with 
Tanzania Sunday night but Tanzanian authorities were 
refusing to allow them across, a senior UN official told 
AFP. 


Hitoshi Mise, the senior representative in Burundi of 
the UN High Commissioner for Refgees (UNHCR) said 
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that 17,000 Rwandan Hutus from the Ntamba camp 
— untroubled by security problems — headed for the 
border after Tanzania allowed some 15,000 Rwandan 
Hutus from the nearby Mugano camp to cross in the 
past few days after clashes at or near that camp. 


Mise had said Thursday that the first wave of fleeing 
refugees had left the Mugano camp empty. 


The Rwandans in Burundi had fled their own country 
during a three-month civil war in 1994 in which Hutu 
extremists slaughtered more than $00,000 men, women 
and children before being defeated by a rebel army of 
the minority Tutsis. 


In Burundi, Rwanda’s twin, they found they were in 
an incipient civil war, with clashes between the Tutsi- 
dominated army and Hutu militias, and massacres of 
civilians by both sides, resulting in a death toll estimated 
by diplomats and relief workers at around 30 a day. 


Tanzania, which already hosts close to 800,000 Rwan- 
dan and Burundian refugees, closed its border with Bu- 
rundi in March last year and sent soldiers to the frontier 
in a bid to halt infiltrations. 


Burundian soldiers went into the Ntamaba camp Sunday 
afternoon after the last refugees left it and started setting 
fire to their huts, Mise said later. 


"My interpretation of that is that the local authorities 
will not allow the refugees to return,” he said. 


Mise said he would hold talks early Monday with 
Burundian government officials on the plight of the 
refugees. 


They are stranded now — unable to enter Tanzania, and 
with no camp to go back to. 


That means they are camping rough, with little food, 
water or shelter. 


Chad 


Chadian Cabinet Reaffirms Commitment to 
National Reconciliation 


AB1901123096 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 0530 GMT 19 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Cabinet met yesterday in 
its regular session under the chairmanship of President 
Idriss Deby. Here is a report by Yusuf Mbodou Mbani, 
minister of communication and government spokesman: 


[Begin Mbani recording] The Cabinet met in its regular 
session on 18 January under the chairmanship of His 
Excellency Idriss Deby, president of the Republic, head 
of state, and chairman of the Council of Ministers. Eight 
items were on the agenda. [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copynghted matenal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners. 
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When it came time to present reports, the minister 
of public works, housing, and transport and leader of 
the government delegation to the Franceville confer- 
ence briefe.| the Cabinet on the conference. This re- 
port was thoroughly discussed by the ministers. Af- 
ter the discussions, the government reaffirmed its de- 
termination and complete readiness to pursue the pol. 
icy of dialogue, peace, and national recunciliation. The 
Franceville meeting constituted an irnportant stage in 
this direction. This process, which has been initiated, 
will be maintained and contacts continued with the po- 
litical parties and the armed political groups which sin- 
cerely wish to contribute to the advancement uf the 
democratic achievements. 


In addition to these measures it is taking in favor of 
peace, the government is committed to pursuing the 
democratic process to the end. To this effect, the gov- 
ernment wishes to assure all the political organizations 
that adequate security measures will be taken at the right 
time to ensure that all the consultations take place in 
an atmosphere of calm, quietness, tranquility, and with 
transparency. 


Finally, the minister of planning and cooperation briefed 
the Cabinet on the organization, from 29 to 31 January, 
of a seminar to finalize the reading of the master plan for 
the development of the Borkou-Ennedi-Tibesti Region. 
The meeting began at 1100 GMT and ended at 1445 
GMT. [end recording] 


Chad: Party Leader Views Franceville Talks, 
Elections 


AB2201 105096 Ndjamena Radiodiffusion Nationale 
Tchadienne in French 1900 GMT 21 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) (Emmanuel Ngelassem 
Ladinga), chairman of the National Party for Demo- 
cratic Renewal (PNRD], held a news conference 
yesterday. He spoke about many issues, notably, the 
faiied Franceville meeting, the democratic process, 
and the upcoming elections. Concerning the failed 
Franceville meeting, the PNRD chairman said the 
government and other so-called democratic opposi- 
tion parties are to blame for the breakdown of the 
talks. He said his party is prepared to attend another 
roundtable meeting, provided it is held in France and 
brings together all the different political actors. Asked 
about the electoral process, which is continuing with 
the upcoming referendum on the draft constitution, 
(Ladinga) said that the PNRD is prepared to participate 
in all these political contests: 


{Begin (Ladinga) recording] The PNRD is ready to 
contest the elections, but it does not want to do so 
under just any conditions. This is why we agreed on free 
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and open elections with the others, and because of that 
certain conditions have to be met. If those conditions are 
met, the PNRD will contest the elections. However, it is 
Clear that the government wants to force things in order 
to organize the elections, and this is not right. We simply 
want to say that whatever measures the government 
takes, it will always find the PNRD standing in its way. 
[end recording] 


Rwanda 


U.S. Envoy Albright Begins Visit to Rwanda 


EA2001202696 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1800 GMT 20 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Ms. Madeleine Albright, the 
U.S. permanent representative to the United Nations, 
arrived in Kigali this aftecnoon. Ambassador Albright, 
who is heading a presidential mission to many African 
countries, told Radio Rwanda on arrival in the Rwandan 
Capital that she is in Rwanda to learn about the real 
situation of the country after the tragedy of 1994. She 
has also come to meet high-ranking Rwandan officials 
on the future of our country. During her visit, Ms. 
Albright will visit Kibuye, among other places. |passage 
omitted) 


U.S. Envoy Notes America’s ‘Concerns’ Over 
Rwanda 


AB2101155396 Paris AFP in French 
1506 GMT 21 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Kigali, 21 Jan (AFP) — 
Madeleine Albright, the U.S. permanent representative 
to the United Nations, today conveyed to the Rwandan 
Government America’s “concerns” on some aspects 
of the Rwandan situation. After meeting with Rwan- 
dan President Pasteur Bizimungu and Vice President 
General Paul Kagame, Ms. Albright also made a short 
Statement to the press in which she announced that 
the United States has released additional funds from 
its budget “of up to $1 million” as a contribution to 
funding the UN Mission for the Protection of Human 
Rights in Rwanda. 


Several European countries and South Africa have re- 
cently pledged funds to enable the survival of this mis- 
sion which, hit by serious financial crisis, is threatened 
with closure by the end of the month. Ms. Albright also 
disclosed that Washington plans to provide two experi- 
enced legal experts to sit on the International Tribunal 
for Rwanda, set up by the UN Security Council, to try 
persons suspected of involvement in the 1994 genocide. 


The United States wants to remain “Rwanda's friend 
and ally in the search for peace, justice, and economic 


is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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development,” Ms. Albright continued. She went on to 
praise the efforts made by the Rwandan Government 
"to restore stability and to rebuild the infrastructure.” 
“However,” she added, “I also conveyed to the govern- 
ment some of our concerns.” First, she said, “the over- 
crowding of prisons must stop,” and detainees suspected 
of iaking part in the genocide must be brought before 
court. Some 70,000 detainees of the majority Hutu tribe, 
accused of involvement in the Tutsi-organized genocide 
which claimed the lives of at least 500,000 people in 
1994, are packed in Rwanda’s priso:;. 


“The government should liaise closely with the UNHCR 
to ensure the return of refugees,” Ms. Albright contin- 
ued. So far, in spite of several international conferences, 
the Hutu refugees — who still number nearly 2 million 
among Rwanda's neighbors — have refused to return 
home, either because of pressure from Hutu extremists 
or for fear of reprisals from Tutsi soldiers of the new 
army. Ms. Albright further declared that “the safety of 
aid workers and members of the international tribunal 
must be guaranteed before the withdrawal of the UN 
Observer Mission in Rwanda, whose mandate — which 
was extended in extremis in December — expires on 8 
March. 


Ms. Albright, who arrived late yesterday in Kigali from 
Bujumbura, this morning visited the southwestern town 
of Kibuye where experts have begun exhuming corpses 
from mass graves for the international tnbunal. This 
visit, which visibly shook Ms. Albright, also made her 
realize that Rwanda has gone through “the worst” that 
can happen to a country: “the massacre of its people by 
its own people.” 


Before leaving Kigali for Cairo in the middle of the 
day, Ms. Albright visited a “center for unaccompanied 
children,” an orphanage where 85 children are gradually 
recovering from their nightmares. The children executed 
Rwandan traditional dances to welcome her, and Ms. 
Albright danced with them. Apart from Burundi and 
Rwanda, Ms. Albright’s African tour has also taken her 
to Liberia and Angola. 


Rwandan Tribunal Begins Exhuming Victims of 
Genocide 


EA1901171896 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1100 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] An international criminal tn- 
bunal on Rwanda is engaged 1n finding irrefutable proof 
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of crimes committed in Rwanda. A team of necrologists 
and archaeologists working for the tribunal yesterday 
[18 january) began exhuming the remains of genocide 
victims. This exercise is being carried out around the 
Catholic church in Kibuye, where thousands of Rwan- 
dans took refuge and were then massacred. The team, 
made up of 15 people, is led by Andrew Thompson from 
New Zealand. The site was identified last December af- 
ter the publication of a list of those guilty of genocide, 
all originating from Kibuye. The site should be conclu- 
sive Mroof cf their guilt. 


After Kibuye, the exhumation exercise will continue 
at (Tinamba) in Kigali town. As a [word indistinct) 
Official stated, the operation is being carried out with 
the authorisation of the Rwandan Defense Ministry and 
includes UNAMIR [UN Assistance Mission in Rwanda) 
representatives. 

After the exhumations, the remains of the genocide 
victims will be buried in a dignified manner, with 
the financial support of UNAMIR. Other exhumation 
exercises will be carried out throughout the country in 
accordance with other accusations. 


Zaire 


Zaire: Kinshasa Governor Sacked for ‘Abuse of 
Power’ 

LD2001145196 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 20 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) We have just heard that the 
Zairean Government has sacked the Governor of Kin- 
shasa Mungul Diaka for abuse of power. He is accused 
of mismanaging public funds and has been asked to ac- 
count for the whereabouts of a missing $640,000. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


FBIS-AFR-96-014 
22 January 1996 


Mandela To Initiate "Urgent Peace Talks’ in 
KwaZule/Natal 


MBI1901141196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1350 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} NONGOMA Jan 19 SAPA 
— President Nelson Mandela on Friday said he would 
initiate a round of urgent peace talks in KwaZulu-Natal, 
leading up to a gathering of the Zulu nation (imbizo) to 
be held pussibly before the end of the month. 


The imbizo vould be preceded by a meeting of Inkatha 
Freedom Party [IFP) leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi 
and African National Congress provincial leader Jacob 
Zuma on Saturday to discuss plans for the long-awaited 
imbizo, which was aimed at stamping out violence in 
KwaZulu-Natal. Speaking after a three-hour meeting 
with Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini at the king's 
KwaKhangela Palace near Nongoma, Mandela said 
the imbizo, authorised by Zwelithini, would hopefully 
recoacile rival political parties in the province. 


“This is a very important and significant development,” 
Mandela said. “It (the imbizo) is going to be a wa- 
tershed mecting because we are going to address all 
the problems that have led to the killing of people in 
this province.” Political violence was turning KwaZulu- 
Natal into a “ghost province” and continued to humiliate 
the Zulu nation, Mandela said. "We must now concen- 
trate all our energy to make sure the violence stops. 


“We can not see the Zulu people being humiliated by 
being made to kill each other,” Mandela said. Both the 
ANC and the IFP were partly to blame for the killing, 
he said. However, the role of third force elemenis in 
orchestrating the violence was of particular concern. 
“There are clements who are not members of either 
the ANC or the IFP who are orchestrating the violence 
because it is in their interest to return to the days of 
apartheid,” said Mandela. 


South African President Meets With King 
Zwelithini 


MB1901181896 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1500 GMT 19 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelithini, following discussions with President 
Nelson Mandela today, is to call for a multiparty meet- 
ing in KwaZulu/Natal. Speaking after their meeting at 
the king's Nongoma palace in northern KwaZulwNatal, 
President Mandela said he wanted the Zulu nation, in 
the light of worsening violence in the province, to lay 
their complaints against the central government at an 
imbizo, or national gathering. 
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[Begin Mandela recording] The real truth is that mem- 
bers of the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] are killing 
members of the ANC. Members of the ANC are killing 
members of the IFP. Members of the IFP and the ANC 
are killing innocent people, but there is also an even 
more important fact, that there are elements who are 
not members of the IFP, who are not members of the 
ANC, who are orchestrating this violence because it is 
in their interest that we should return back to the days 
of apartheid. [end recording) 


King Goodwill said he was happy to cal) the imbizo in 
an attempt to bring to an end the senseless killing of his 


subjects. 


Report Raises Questions on Mandela’s Meeting 
With Zulu King 


MB1901183596 Durban ILANGA in Zulu 
18-19 Jan 96 p 3 


(FBIS Translated Text] The upcoming 19 January meet- 
ing between King Zwelithini and President Mandela has 
raised many questions, the main question being what the 
meeting's real intention is. Could it be that the publi- 
cized reason is genuine or is there a hidden agenda? 


The president's office recently announced that the visit's 
purpose would be twofold. First, it would be to mourn 
the death of King Zwelithini's father, King Bhekuzulu, 
which occurred while President Mandela was still in 
prison, and, second, to try ending violence in KwaZulu/ 
Natal. 


At one time President Mandela was quoted as saying 
that he would pay the Zulu king a visit to encourage him 
to revive an old Zulu custom, imbizo — a gathering of 
the king's subjects at his residence to discuss national 
issues. According to other newspaper reports, Mandela 
will not only meet the Zulu king about the violence and 
peace initiatives in the region, but he also will meet 
Gatsha Buthelezi and Jacob Zuma on the same issues. 


The reports add that Mandela also would like to mediate 
in the conflict between the king and Gatsha, whose 
relations have been strained for some time. It remains 
to be seen how successful these meetings will be, and 
how acceptable it will be to the Zulu nation. 


ILANGA can reveal that there are attempts being made 
by certain church leaders to mediate the conflict between 
the Zulu king and Buthelezi, and President Mandela has 
been asked to be present at that meeting, though it is 
not clear what his role will be. When President Mandela 
met traditional leaders on 15 December in Durban he 
made a promise that he would meet them later. It is 
now unclear whether this series of meetings is part of 
his promise. 
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Mandela Spokesman Denies King’s Remarks Refer 
To Buthelezi 

MB2101210096 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 21 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Presidential spokesman Parks 
Mankahlana has confirmed that Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelithini has asked President Nelson Mandela to pre- 
vent traditional leaders from being involved in party pol- 
itics. Mr. Mankahlana was reacting to a Sunday news- 
paper report indicating that the monarch had referred 
specifically to Inkatha leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 
According to the report, King Goodwill had appealed 
to President Mandela to impose a constitutional ban on 
political involvement by Mr. Buthelez) and other tradi- 
tional leaders. 


Mr. Mankahlana said President Mandela had not un- 
derstood the king to be addressing his remarks directly 
to Mr. Buthelezi. It was nevertheless clear, he said, that 
King Goodwill was concerned about traditional leaders’ 
involvement in party politics. 


South Africa: Interparty Relations Improve 
Following Germany Trip 

MB2101154296 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 19-25 Jan 96 p4 


[Report by Marion Edmunds] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Over drinks in hotel bars in 
Germany last week, new friendships were formed that 
bode well for the writing of the final constitution. 


During a week-long, fact-finding tour to Germany, 
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP), African National Congress 
(ANC) and National Party (NP) politicians were able, 
for the first time since the IFP walked out of the 
Constitutional Assembly last year, to talk to each other 
— sometimes late into the night — about South Africa's 
constitutional future. 


Back home this week, the delegates were cautiously 
optimistic about the effect the mission would have 
on the constitution-writing process and, in particular, 
on the stand-cff between the IFP and the ANC over 
international mediation. 


At this stage — and it is early days yet — the signs 
of a new interpaty rapport are good, with even the IFP 
delegates taking a more amiable line than usual. 

IFP negotiator, Correctional Services Minister Sipo Mz- 
imela, said this week he had already briefed party leader 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi about the trip and Buthelezi had 
been “positively surprised” at what he had to say. 


Mzimela said of the trip: “I think we got the chance to 
interact across party lines ... If the group had had the 
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power to make decisions, certain!y there would have 
been movement on issues because we were able to 
understand a lot of things collectively.” 


Mzimela believed there would be follow-up talks be- 
tween parties on what had been learnt, but would not 
commit himself on whether the IFP would return to the 
Constitutional Assembly to participate fully in the final, 
and most important, phases of the constitutional nego- 
tiations. 


He said international mediation had not been mentioned 
during the visit, and in any case “the media have 
overplayed the whole issue”. 


“If we in South Africa could solve our problems, we 
would not need international mediation ... What we did 
realise abroad was that the international mediation was 
not just an IFP and ANC problem, it was a problem to 
be resolved by all the parties,” he said. 


A source in the German delegation said that a partic- 
ularly good relationship had been established between 
the three M's — Mzimela, National Party Consutuuonal 
Affairs Minister Roelf Meyer, and his ANC deputy Valli 
Moosa — the same trio who met to resolve the inter- 
national mediation crisis last year, and abandoned the 
attempt in bad humour. 


Democratic Party constitutional expert Colin Eglin said 
this week the trip could be interpreted as a “diluted form 
of international mediation,” as it was away from home 
and because they learnt from the Germans. 


A report on the tour is being drawn up by the three tech- 
nical advisers who accompanied the team. It is possible 
that this report will form the basis of further discussions 
with the IFP and parties within the Constitutional As- 
sembly. 


South African Justice Minister Discusses Bill of 
Rights, Unity Government 


MB2001144296 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0500 GMT 20 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Justice Minister Dullah Omar 
Says a review is needed of Clause 35 in the Bill 
of Rights, which places limits on the government's 
Capacity to deal with crime. 


Addressing an ANC constitutional conference in Johan- 
nesburg, he said consideration would have to be given 
to whether such a clause was reasonable or necessary. 
There was a danger, he said, that limitation clauses guar- 
antecing the right to privacy could be restrictive, as, for 
instance, in the fight against drug dealing. 


Referring to the government of national unity, Mr. Omar 
said it had been useful in the transformation phase, but 
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could not be permanent. He said there were sufficient 
safeguards in the Constitution to ensure that the majority 
party did not abuse its powers. 


South Africa: ANC Says Repor) Supports 
Accusations Against IFP 

MB19011830S6 Johannesburg ‘APA in English 
1717 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) PIETERMARITZBURG Jan 
19 SAPA — Claims by the African National Con- 
gress that KwaZulu-Natal Government members ille- 
gally funded the Inkatha Freedom Party's self-protection 
units were vindicated by a report tabled in the KwaZulu- 
Natal Legislature on Friday, the ANC said. 


"The report's conclusions are even more shocking in 
that they indicate that after the April 1994 elections the 
IFP continued to treat the KwaZulu-Natal Government 
simply as an extension of the KwaZulu Bantustan,” the 
ANC in KwaZulu-Natal said in a statement. "Indeed, 
we have also contended that a significant amount of 
the violence we have experienced emanates from those 
forces trained using state funds at the Mlaba and other 
secret IFP camps.” 


The ANC said the report's conclusions were clear 
and had “very serious implications” for the province. 
However, it believed the legislature and the law were 
best placed to ensure that appropriate action was taken 
against all guilty parties. It said it did not wish to com- 
ment further until the matter was properly brought be- 
fore the legislature's Public Accounts Portfolio Commit- 
tee, but said the following actions should be considered 
by the committee: 
— That all statements made by Premier Frank Mdlalose 
and his finance MEC [member of the Executive Coun- 
cil] to the legislature in respect of this matter be scruti- 
ised to determine whether or not Parliament had been 
misled; 


— That late action in terms of the KwaZulu- 
Natal Exchequer Act be taken against all persons who 
acted illegally; and, 

— That the process be “completely transparent” and all 
information solicited had to be furnished. 


Soutkt Africa: Afrikaner Group Said To Embark on 
Strategy To Confront ANC 


MB1901205096 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 19 Jan 96 p6 
{Article by Hennie Serfontein] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] An influential section of the 
Afrikaner establishment has embarked on an aggres- 
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sive, hardline strategy to confront the ANC leader- 
ship,including President Nelson Mandela, on issues in- 
vo!ving so Called Afrikaner interest. 


Key players in this regard are Dr Theo de Jager, leader 
of the Ruiterwag [Mounted Guard] — the secret junior 
Broederbond [Afrikaner Brotherhood) and Dr Isak de 
Villiers, the editor of Rapport. 


The events at and around the joint meeting of the 
Ruiterwag and junior Rapportryers (Dispatch Riders) 
addressed by Mandela last Saturday [13 January] at Har- 
tebeespoortdam, highlighied this important new politi- 
cal development. (The Junior Rapportryers is a public 
front of the Ruiterwag and most of its members are also 
members of the Ruiterwag. Not surprisingly, De Jager 
is chairman of both organisations.) 


The meeting culminated in a direct confrontation be- 
tween the president and De Jager, who received a se- 
vere dressing down from the president, like a headmas- 
ter dealing with a schoolboy. 


A week oefore the mecting, De Villiers, in an editorial in 
Rapport entitled: “Versoening en kruip” (reconciliation 
and grovel) urged the Ruiterwag to adopt a tough no- 
nonsense attitude in the meeting with Mandela and to 
beware not to fall for his charm. 


De Villiers and his newspaper has become outspoken 
critics of the “sellout” strategy of the F W de Klerk lead- 
ership, advocating open confrontation with the ANC. 
De Villiers urged the Ruiterwag to tell Mandela in no 
uncertain terms how widespread dissatisfaction among 
Afrikaners with his government there is. 


De Villiers warned: "Pres Mandela is a master in self 
marketing. And on Saturday he will be his charming 
self before the young Afrikaners. It can be expected 
that he will pacify and assure, and be received with 
great courtesy. But experience has learned that such nice 
words make no difference in the ANC which is pursuing 
its own agendas. 


“Therefore the group of young leaders must realise that 
the borderline between reconciliation and grovel has 
already been reached. It is now time that in all decency 
there should be frank discussions.” 


De Villiers stressed that the event should not become a 
“smiling — coffee grovelling — session” which will 
be forgotten tomorrow, without any of the problems 
properly discussed. 


It is understood that Mandela and other ANC leaders 
were deeply annoyed by this hostile editorial. 


Adding to the growing tension before the Ruiterwag 
meeting was the role of De Jager as convener of the 
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Conference of Atrikaner organisations organised by the 
Foundation for Equality before the Law. It was also 
held last Saturday, but in Pretoria, some time before the 


Ruiterwag meeting. 


De Jager played a key role in the Joint Management 
Council (JMC), the propaganda wing of the SA (South 
Africa] Defence Force (SADF), during the State of 
Emergency era. In public statements recently he has 
attacked affirmative action, the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, while defending Magnus Malan and other 
generals. 


Moreover, a week before the Ruiterwag meeting with 
Mandela, he stressed in an interview, that the SADF 
was not fighting to defend apartheid, but to oppose 
communism. 

“It was the same struggle as that of Umkhonto we Sizwe 
[Spear of the Nation; ANC military wing] and the SADF 
had to buy time for reforms to oppose anarchy in the 
townships.” 

These statements were publicy attacked by the ANC. 
Moreover, on the eve of the meeting last Friday night, 
the whole event was in jeopardy because of the clash 
between the Ruiterwag and the ANC about the presence 
of the press. 


The Ruiterwag regarded it as a secret meeting — which 
in fact all these meetings are with Man). a special 
quest. Then the Ruiterwag announced that the media 
would not be allowed at the request of Mandela — a 
statement which was devoid of all truth. Mandela did 
not know it was a secret meeting, nor did he agree to the 
exclusion of the press. The ANC countered by stating 
the press would be welcome. 


First the Ruiterwag reluctantly agreed. Then it said the 
print media would be allowed, but no TV cameras and 
photographers. 

The Ruiterwag claimed that 50 percent of the delegates 
at this annual conference would stay away if cameras 
were allowed as they did not want to be identified. This 
incident confirmed that the claims that the Broederbond 
(now the Afrikanerbond) and the Ruiterwag have re- 
formed and dropped their secrecy, are inaccurate. 


In the end, the Ruiterwag won an important propaganda 
victory when Mandela accepted their ulimatum — 
no media whatsoever or no Mandcia speech. As a 
compromise, the Mandela speech was released to the 
press and he and De Jager were to hold a joint press 
conference afterwards. 


In the end, the press conference lasted only five minutes 
as the president had to rush away for the opening of 
the Soccer Tournament in Johannesburg. He poittedly 
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stressed in his remarks that he believed in transparency 


and democracy and was personally opposed to the media 
being excluded from such gatherings. 


Perhaps most significant is that two senior journalists of 
Rapport were allowed to attend the meeting, something 
which merely underlines the crucial role of Rapport in 
this anti-ANC campaign. 


Reporting on the confrontation round the media pres- 
ence is a report entitled: "Mandela had to tread carefully 
before speech". This report gleefuly inierpreted events 
as a victory for the Ruiterwag and defeat for the ANC. 


Last weckend at the Ruiterwag meeting and «©°9 in 
Rapport the next day, an important new feature of 
this anti-ANC st ategy emerged. Carl Nichaus a senior 
spokesperson of the ANC has become a main target 
of attacks. Niehaus must be destroyed at all costs, his 
credibility in ANC ranks must be undermined, is the 
message that comes across loud and clear. 


At the Ruiterwag meeting Niehaus was pointedly 
snubbed. He was the only one of the five-person 
entourage of the president who was not welcomed, in 
contrast to the others who were mentioned by name. 


In his speech in reply to Mandela, De Jager warned the 
president that he was not properly advised on matters 
such as the Fuundation on Justice before the Law and 
the Ruiterwag, buth organisations on which Niehaus has 
issued critical public statements in the previous weeks. 
De Jager mentioned nobody vy name, but from the 
contents it was clear he had Niehaus in mind. 


In his regular column, De Villiers three times attacked 
Niehaus by name. He accused him of writing Mandela's 
speech to the Ruiterwag, thus strengthening the accusa- 
tions that Mandela is wrongly informed. 


De Villiers also resented claims by Niehaus when he 
accused the Foundation of Equality before the Law 
of “dragging the Afrikaners back to the dark drys of 
apartheid,” with its public meeting last week. 


He accused Niehaus of being part of ANC propaganda 
machine that continues the blame the National Party 
and the Afrikaner for apartheid. De Villier said the 
ANC gladly used a “verloopte Afrikaner” like Nichaus. 
This is a phrase difficult to translate, meaning traitorous 
Afrikaner or defector Afrikaner. It has a very nogative 
connotation and has been used over the past forty years 
to smear anti-apzrtheid Afrikaners like Beyers Naude 
and other. 


Niehaus has received a number of threatening telephone 
calls. 
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South Africa: De Alerk Discusses National Party’s 
Positions, Plans 

MB200i202496 Johannesburg SABC TV | Network 
in English 1800 GMT 20 Jan 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text) The National Party [NP] is 
looking for allies to strengthen its position in the 
constitution-writing process. This was announced by 
NP leader F.W. de Klerk ai the party's constitutional 
meeting in Kempton Park this afternoon. 


The party met today amid speculation about its future. 
This follows the leaking of a document in which it was 
suggested that the name and the structures of the party 
should be changed. But this issue was not on today's 
agenda, and it only came up in informal discussions. 


On the table was the first draft of the constitution. 
The last leg of writing the final constitution restarts 
in Cape Town on Monday [22 January], and the NP 
met to decide what position to take on thorny issues in 
the constitution. NP leader, Deputy President F.W. de 
Klerk, indicated that bilateral discussions would be held 
with smaller parties to identify possible allies. 


{Begin De Klerk recording] Part of the purpose of this 
would be to achieve, with other opposition parties, joint 
positions so that we can rely on a one-ihird support for 
those viewpoints. [end recording] 


The NP leadership was given the go-ahead to negotiate 
for continued power-sharing in the cabinet. Other issues 
where the position of the NP remains unchanged are that 
powers of the provinces should be adequate, that the 
dual anthems should be kept, and that all 11 languages 
should be respected. Mr. De Klerk also called on the 
ANC to attract the IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party} back to 
the constitution-writing process. 


Closing the conference, Mr. De Klerk told delegates 
not to worry about the future of the party. He said 
the NP would not be opening new branches and new 


headquarters if it planned to disband. 


Statistics Show ‘Apartheid Wage Gap’ Persists in 
South Africa 

MB1901 184496 Johannesburg NEW NATION 

in English 19 Jan 96 p 14 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] South Africa's apartheid wage 
gap shows no signs of narrowing with latest figures from 
the Central Statistical Services (CSS) showing that the 
average wage of African workers in the manufacturing 
sector as a proportion of white wages is the same as it 
was in 1988. 


r.ccording to the CSS figures for June 1995, the latest 
available, black workers continue to earn just over 29 
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percent of the avy.. age white wage in the manufacturing 
sector. This is only marginally down on the figures for 
1988. 


It was round about 1987 when official figures showed 
that the rate at which the wage gap between black and 
white workers was increasing more rapidly. 


The CSS numbers show that the average wage of the 
estimated 602,000 white workers in the manufacturing 
sector was about R5,933 [rands} a month for June 1995. 
African workers in the same sector earned an average 
of R1,746 a month in June 1995, almost R4,200 less 
than their white counterparts. 


In rand terms this is more than twice the R1,866 that 
separated white and African wages in 1988 although it 
remains the same in percentage terms . 


In the construcuon industry, where wages paid to 
African labourers has been traditionally among the 
lowest in the private sector, whites were paid about 
R3,500 a month more in June 1995. This represents a 
gap of about 76 percent, about 10 percent less than in 
June 1998. 


The perpetuation of the wage gap was also apparent 
from the government's househoid survey in October last 
year, 


The survey found that almost 60 percent of whites 
earned more than R2,000 a month compared to only 12 
percent of Africans. On the bottom end of the sc.ue, the 
survey found that while 35 percent of African workers 
earned a maximum of R499 a month, only four percent 
of whites fell into this category. 


COSATU [Congress of South Afncan Trade Unions) 
said at the beginning of 1995 that it would concentrate 
the major thrust or its wage campaign against the 
apartheid wage gap. 


"A particular challenge facing the trade union movement 
is to address the apartheid wage gap. This year (1995) 
we have begun to make progress in addressing this issue 
in this public sector — 1995 will see the question of the 
wage gap being placed squarely on the agenda of the 
private sector. Our wages and salaries structure, from 
the highest paid director to the lowest paid worker, will 
be placed under close scrutiny,” the federation said a 


year ago. 


Progress in the public sector did not come without a 
struggie and cast doubt on the enthusiasm in the Public 
Service Commission [PSC] to eliminate the racial wage 
divide. This was apparent in the PSC's determination to 
push through an agreement which would have given all 
workers an increase of five percent. 
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This would have only served to widen the wage gap in 
rand terms because a five percent increase for white 
workers earning substantially more than their black 
counterparts would have simply translated into bigger 
monetary increases for whites, who on average earned 
25 percent more than blacks before that last round of 
increases. 


Although government settled for a deal that eventually 
signalled some progress in the public sector, the same 
cannot be said of all industries in the private sector. 


Employers in the auto assembly and metal and engi- 
neering sectors have also accepted the need to flatten 
the apartheid wage curve over a period of time but the 
mining industry has been less enthusiastic. Last year 
mining employers resisted to the very last attempts to 
reduce the number of grades in the industry. 


Much of the blame for the lack of progress in :cducing 
the gap was linked to the fact that bargaining strategies 
used by trade unions were not located within a long 
term vision aimed at eliminating racially-based pay 
disparities. 

Trade unions in many instances continued until very re- 
cently to demand across-the-board percentage increases 
which simply widened the gap between white and black 
workers. 


Only recently have trade unions in COSATU begun 
demanding higher increases for lower paid workers. 


Trade unions have, however, identified the grading 
system used in South African industry as a key reason 
for the huge gap in wage levels between black and white 
workers. In response, a number of unions have linked 
wage talks to revising the grading system. 


COSATU unions across the board tabled demands 
aimed at restructuring the grading system and in the 
process narrowing the racial wage gap when they 
entered pay talks last year. 


The National Union of Mineworkers, during wage talks 
last year, tabled demands to eliminate lower grades 
and so reduce the number of employment categories. 
The move ensured that workers in the lowest grade 
were granted substantially bigger increases than their 
colleagues in the higher grades. This also helped narrow 
the difference between white and black workers. 


But the outcome of the revised grading structures, 
where they have Seen agreed upon, will take some time 
before the benefits begin to translate into a significantly 
narrower wage gap between black and white workers. 


As the CSS figures show, there is still a long way to go. 
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South African Union Says ‘Bad Management’ 
Behind Planned Mine Retrenchments 


MB1901110096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1028 GMT 19 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Jan 18 SAPA — 
The National Union of Mineworkers [NUM] on Friday 
said bad management was behind Anglo American's 
decision to retrench up to 10,000 workers with the 
planned closure of five mine shafts in the Free State. 


"It is an indication of serious mismanagement and 
shows a lack of forward planning,” said NUM General 
Secretary Kgalema Motlanthe. 


Anglo on Thursday said 10,00 miners could lose their 
jobs in March because the five shafts had accumulated 
R40 million (rands} losses in the past few months. 


Labour Minister Tito Mboweni, concerned about the 
pending closure, plans to meet Anglo Chief Executive 
Bobby Godsell to discuss the issue. Motlanthe said 
the union had for years campaigned for a social plan 
to recognise mines had a limited life span. Such 
recognition would provide for early and down-scaling. 
[sentence as published] "But management have not 
taken this seriously.” 


Workers and unions should be involved in economic 
planning at mines, "not just called in at the last minute 
when mines are sick", Motlanthe said. 


The NUM and Anglo management are scheduled to 
meet in Welkom next week. Union spokeswoman Judith 
Weymont said the NUM would question the need to 
retrench workers at all. "If mines were managed in an 
economical way and involved workers, then a lot of this 
would not have to happen.” 


SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] radio 
news reports the business sector in the Free State as say- 
ing the closure of mine shafts may have “catastrophic” 
consequences for the economy of the province. 


A spokesman for Business Free State and the business 
chamber in the province said unemployment would 
increase, which in turn would lead to socio-economic 
problems. He said the closure would also result in loss of 
production, which would have negative tax implications 
for the Free State legislature. 


NIA: Number of Foreign Spies in South Africa 
Increases ‘Dramatically’ 

MB1901181596 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Intelligence 
Agency [NIA] says the number of foreign spies oper- 
ating in South Africa has increased dramatically since 
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the country’s transition to democracy. A spokesperson 
says the claims of spying concerns trade and technol- 
ogy. He says industrial espionage has also increased 
sharply. The spokesperson, h>wever, doesn't specify 
which countries are suspected of spying. The NIA 
and the South African Secret Service [SASS] were 
formed in 1994. The NIA is responsible for domestic 
intelligence operations while the SASS deals with 


foreign espionage. 

South African Navy To Hold Exercises With US. 
Navy 

MB1901181496 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1548 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] DURBAN Jan 19 SAPA — 
The navies of the United States and South Africa will 
conduct joint exercises off the South African coast 
early next month, SABC [South African Broadcasting 
Corporation} Radio reported on Friday. 


A U.S. Embassy spokesman said exercise Danielle 96 
would involve the destroyer USS Caron from Norfolk, 
Virginia, and the guided-missile frigate USS underwood 
from Mayport, Florida. The submarine SAS Emily Hob- 
house and other ships of the SA [South Africa] Navy 
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will take part. The exercise will include anti-submarine 
warfare, surface-to-surface gunnery and targeting exer- 
Cises. 


South African Press Review for 21 Jan 
MB2101202396 


(FBIS Editorial Report} SATURDAY STAR Parliament 
‘Team’ Needed in 1996 — Parliament begins its session 
on 9 February and it will have to decide whether 
or not it will be a year of “forward movement," 
states a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg SATURDAY 
STAR in English on 20 January. “The Reconstruction 
and Development Programme, showing encouraging 
signs of progress, has to follow through.” This year’s 
budget should be the first to “fully relect the spending 
priorities of the new order.” The final constitution, to 
be completed this year, should be a “mirror of what 
the country aspires to be” and should be a “reflection 
of the wishes and desires of the whole country.” And 
finally, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission bears 
a "huge responsibility” because “reconciliation, more so 
even than the truth, shall set this country free." The 
Parliament "team" must “play for the country, not their 
individual clubs." 
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Angola 
Angola: Savimbi Meets Albright, Promises To 
Confine 16,500 Troops 
MB1901205696 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1900 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] In the city of Bailundo in 
Huambo Province today, Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, 
president of the National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola [UNITA], received in audience Made- 
laine Albright, U.S. ambassador to the United Nations. 
At the end of the two-hour meeting, President Savimbi 
spoke to national and foreign journalists covering the 
15th annual UNITA Party conference and accompany- 
ing the U.S. diplomat. Dr. Savimbi told journalists and 
we quote: UNITA will confine 16,500 troops to barracks 
in four areas by 8 February. My party will continue to 
be committed to the peace process. I had the opportu- 
nity to personally meet Ms. Albright for the first time 
in 1994, during which we exchanged (?views). It gives 
me great pleasure to have her here. We had a very use- 
ful and friendly meeting. | gave her my word on behalf 
of the party and the armed forces that by 8 February 
we will confine 16,500 troops. This word comes from 
an elder [mais velho] and war veteran. | shall keep my 
word, unquote. 


The UNITA president also conveyed best wishes to 
Ambassador Madelaine Albright when she becomes 
president of the UN Security Council next February. 


In turn, the U.S. diplomat reiterated the U.S. commit- 
ment [words indistinct] United Nations in the Angolan 
peace process. She did not, however, fail to express her 
concern about delays in implementing the Lusaka Prot )- 
col. Madelaine Albright also said that during the meet- 
ing the UNITA president expressed his desire to guar- 
antee peace in Angola and that the 15th annual party 
conference under way in Bailundo a very good exam- 
ple of this. 


According to our correspondent in Bailundo, after this 
siatement, the UNITA president gave interviews to 
national and international journalists who accompanied 
the U.S. diplomat on her visit to Bailundo. 


Angolan Premier Sees Albright’s Visit as Good 
Sign ‘War is Over’ 

LD2001130296 Lisbon Radio Renascenca 

in Portuguese to Europe 1030 GMT 20 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Our correspondent Mario 
Ribeiro has interviewed Angolan Prime Minister [Jose 
Carlos} Marcolino Moco. This is an opportunity for us 
to find out not only what Luanda has to say about the 
new political set up in Portugal, but also what it has to 
say about what is happening in Angola at the moment. 
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[Begin recording) (Ribeiro) How do you expect rela- 
tions to develop with the new Portuguese socialist gov- 
ernment? 


[Moco] As far as we are concerned there is no difference 
at all. We maintained good relations with the previous 
government. What matters is that the new government 
represents the Portuguese people, regardless of political 
color, and we love Portuguese people, Portuguese peo- 
ple have always been with us. 


[Ribeiro] Do you expect better relations with the social- 
ist government? 


[Moco] That is obvious. | would like to say that many 
of the members of the government are friends of mine 
and that is a great help in terms of personal contact. 


[Ribeiro] What do you think about Jorge Sampaio being 
elected president? 


[Moco] I am very happy. I think that, of all the people 
I have had to deal with since 1988, he is one of the 
easiest to deal with. I am therefore very happy that he 
has been elected. 


{Ribeiro} Would you not say that Cavaco Silva is also 
a friend? 


[Moco] Of course, he is another great Portuguese man. 
He is greatly respected by the Angolan people. We do 
not see any substantial difference, we feel that the only 
thing that has happened is that the Portuguese people 
has selected a new group of people to lead the country 
for the next few years. 


[Ribeiro] President Soares brought many businessmen 
with him during his recent visit to Angola. What 
assurances can Angola give to Portuguese investors, 
what sort of assurances can you give about Angola 
having a good economy for investinent? 


{Moco} I believe that the great probiem we all must 
address — it is obvious that it is our responsibility — 
is to consolidate peace. If we can consolidate peace, 
then I cannot see any problem in terms of Portuguese 
business investing in Angola and contributing toward 
the development of the country. 


[Ribeiro] Do you really believe in the reconciliation of 
the Angolan family? 


[Moco] Do I believe in it? I have to believe in it and 
work toward it. I believe that we will have positive, if 
not surprising results this years. 


(Ribeiro) But the process has been going for too long. 
That is the way we see it in Portugal — it is going on 
and on without a final solution. You have just said that 
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there may be surprising results this year. Can you tell 
us more about it? 


{Moco} I believe that both sides — particularly the 
National Union. for the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA], which has had greatr ~ adaptation difficulties 
— have already reached a point at which they cannot 
sustain the philosophy of war any longer. The premises 
that have triggered off that war are totally outdated. 
I believe that President Soares’ visit to Angola was a 
good sign. There was yet another important factor last 
year, President dos Santos’ visit to the United States and 
subsequent developments such as Madeleine Albright’s 
visit to Angola. These are all good signs that show us 
that the war is over. 


[Ribeiro] Madeleine Albright has brought serious warn- 
ings to Luanda, both for the Angolan Government and 
UNITA. Can this be yet another step toward peace in 
the country? 


[Moco] Ye_, I believe so. The United States is a country 
with great influence. This visit can only be a very 
strong sign from the United States for those who still 
believe that war is a means to becoming rich very easily 
and forget that they are causing great suffering to the 
Angolan people. (end recording] 


U.S. Envoy Albright Gives Angolan Leaders 
‘Serious Warning’ 

MB2001155796 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 20 Jan 96 


{Passages within quotation marks recorded] 


{FBIS Translated Text) Madeleine Albright, U.S. am- 
bassador to the United Nations, has given a very serious 
warning to the Angolan leaders involved in the coun- 
try’s peace process. The war has to end now or Angola 
will be left to its fate. Madeleine Albright said at a news 
conference in Luanda that the international community 
is wasting a lot of money on this country and no longer 
seems willing to continue doing so for long. The inter- 
national community is running out of patience, she said. 


[Albright, in English fading into Portuguese translation) 
"I have to tell you that the international community 
is running out of patience. The ups and downs and 
the takeoffs and breaks in the peace process are very 
upsetting to the international community. As you are 
aware, there are many other regions in the world 
appealing for the intern. ional community's assistance. 
I even fear that ‘“ “e promise that was made to me 
by Mr. Savimbi togay is not realized, the international 
community may say: It is enough. A total of $1 million 
is spent daily in this country. So this country's leaders 
must take advantage of this opportunity.” 
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Jonas Savimbi said the National Union for the Total 
of Angola (UNITA) is confining its 
troops, and Madeleine Albright would like to believe 
it. 
(Albright) "Dr. Savimbi agreed that by 8 February at 
least 16,500 UNITA soldiers will be quartered at camps 
operated by the UN Angola Verification Mission. I hope 
this promise made by Dr. Savimbi and UNITA will help 
restore the peace process to the right track. UNITA 
needed to make a gigantic step forward in confining 
its troops and today it promised to do so. As I told 
Dr. Savimbi, more than a simple promise is needed to 
satisfy this peace demand. The international community 
is running out of patience. It is time for actions to speak 
louder than words and this should be done quickly.” 


The U.S. President's envoy [words indistinct] promises 
she received from President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
with regard to the importance of UNITA’s role in 
Angola's future. 


(Albright) “It will be possible for UNITA to have 26,000 
of their troops within the regular army, and a substantial 
or a large number of posts within the government, as 
well as ambassadors and other officials. Thus, they 
will be able to carry out their actions through political 
channels. What is more, President Dos Santos wil! have 
the opportunity to work with this group of people, under 
their leader, in a constructive manner.” 


Madeleine Albright leaves for Bujumbura, Burundi, 
today. She also will go to Kigali in Rwanda. Earlier, 
Madeleine Albright was in Liberia. 


Angola: Albright Arrives in Bailundo, Meets 
UNITA Leadership 

MB1901 130396 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1240 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Madeleine Albright, U.S. am- 
bassador to the United Nations, has already arrived in 
the city of Bailundo, Huambo Province, and is holding 
talks with the National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola [UNITA] leadership concerning the 
Angolan peace process. The U.S. diplomat carries two 
messages for UNITA President Dr. Jonas Malheiro Sav- 
imbi: One from U.S. President Bill Clinton, the other 
from the UN Security Council chairman. 

In a message for the presidents of the two parties 
which signed the Lusaka peace accord, the UN Secu- 
rity Council demand that the government and UNITA 
act more dynamucally to implement the Lusaka Protocol, 
the [words indistinct) a... the fourth summut between en- 
gineer Jose Eduardo dos Santos, Angolan head of state, 
and UNITA President Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi. 
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After meeting President dos Santos last night, Madeleine 
Albright expressed (words indistinct) the implementa- 
tion of (words indistinct) greater trust between the sides 
so peace can be achieved in Angola. (passage indistinct} 


Angola: Savimbi Addresses 15th Annual UNITA 
Party Conference 


MB1901183296 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 19 Jan 96 


{"Excerpt” of speech by Angola's UNITA President 
Jonas Malheiro Savimbi at the opening of the 15th 
annual party conference in Bailundo on 17 January — 
recorded} 


{FBIS Translated Summary from Poor Reception) “Let 
us create conditions within our party so that our stance 
in the protocol can represent the defense of [words 
indistinct).” 

"I believe the UN secretary general's visit to Bailundo 
opened doors so that those who want to hold talks with 
us can do so. Representatives from a number of organi- 
zations and countries have visited Bailundo (words in- 
distinct]. Ministers from European countries will arrive 
in Jamba the coming weekend. Above all, Madeleine 
Albright, U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, also 
will visit. She will come here after 19 January. It would 
be a good thing if by tomorrow we could at least know 
what we all think. This would facilitate my work. It also 
would facilitate the work of the vice president, the sec- 
retary general, and representatives [words indistinct).” 


"I would also like to talk about the Portuguese presi- 
dent's visit to Luanda. I want to say that we should not 
believe in rumors. We appreciate his gesture. We think 
that President Mario Soares’ visit to (?Angola) [words 
indistinct]. It was difficult for me to go to Luanda but 
our delegation (words indistinct) and the message (?was 
the same). No one should believe that UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola) wanted to 
boycott or boycotted the visit. That is not true. Someone 
said yesterday that there was another lost bullet that hit 
(words indistinct} house. I do not know whether it is 
true. Is it true? Is it true? I am asking the people who 
came from Luanda (words indistinct]. These constantly 
lost bullets worry people. Is that not true? That is why | 
would like to take this opportunity to salute Samakuva, 
Chivukuvuku, and Ben-Ben, and all [words indistinct] 
who go to Luanda. You should not think that I make this 
type of decision lightly. You will remember that when 
we [words indistinct] in my house in 1992, I said: The 
delegation leaves for Luanda for talks with the govern- 
ment. | was, however, absolutely aware and | did not 
hide that we were facing a very big risk. We were fac- 
ing a very big risk. I salute you for your courage. You 
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are the people in the vanguard now, because there are 
still lost bullets.” 


“The country also needs to approach the existing major 
administrative and economic problems with seriousness. 
The government should rule with seriousness [words 
indistinct]. The [Lusaka] protocol is not enough? Our 
question should be where do we go from the protocol? 
Does our work (?end with) protocol? How will our 
country be governed? It cannot be viewed as a crime to 
discuss our country’s economic situation. It cannot be 
a crime. Someone gave me figures. Angola had a debt 
of 5.5 billion (currency not specified] in 1992. Today it 
is 11 billion. Our debt has redoubled. What about our 
production? From 9 billion it fell to (72 billion) (words 
indistinct]. Can we not say anything about this in our 
country? Is it a crime?" 


"Let us be sufficiently lucid in order to anticipate 
possible threats. Today's world (words indistinct]. The 
United States occupies an unequalled position in the 
world today. (Words indistinct) our friends. Let us 
{words indistinct] to sell our program. Our friends are 
here. The U.S. ambassador to the United Nations will 
arrive here. The ambassador is here. We can sell our 
program. In the Angolan peace process today, we should 
know how to correctly sell our program to the United 
States [words indistinct].” 


"I hope President Dos Santos’ visit to the United States 
helped establish trust. It is important that President Dos 
Santos should have faith, trust, to adopt courageous 
{words indistinct} initiatives.” 

"There are people here who are also speculating. They 
say France is our friend and therefore it will defend 
UNITA and give us money. That is not true. France 
is not hostile to UNITA. If we can correctly sell our 
program to France within the framework of the protocol, 
it will support [words indistinct).” 


“We are al a crucial stage [words indistinct]. We sent 
a message to congratulate newly elected Portuguese 
President Dr. Jorge Sampaio. Earlier, we sent a message 
to congratulate the newly elected prime minister.” 


“We must defend democracy in our country. If we have 
a [words indistinct] because the West cannot be happy 
with half-baked democracy [words indistinct].” 


Angola: Savimbi Tells UNITA Conference ‘It Is 
Time for Peace’ 


LD2001151896 Lisbon RTP Internacional Television 
in Portuguese 1300 GMT 20 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] Jonas Savimbi today asked the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
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[UNITA] to have courage and determination. The | Sth 
UNITA conference is being held in Bailundo where 
Savimbi delivered a speech full of appeals for peace. 


Let us hear more about the conference from our 
correspondent in Bailundo, Marcia Rodrigues: 


(Rodrigues) Savimbi entered Bailundo’s old cinema 
house with one thing in mind: He wanted to convince 
the UNITA members that they must accept the Lusaka 
protocol and understand that the war is over: 


(Begin Savimbi recording) When we will debate the 
problem of the Lusaka protocol, we will take cisks. But 
it is time we had the courage to talk about those same 
risks. [end recording] 


{Rodrigues} The UNITA leader asked for courage and 
determination. He warned UNITA against the danger of 
tribalism, internal divisions, ard the frenzied struggle 
for power. As for the fundamental issues contained in 
the Lusaka protocol — the quartering of troops and the 
participation of UNITA men in the government — we 
will have to wait until tomorrow for decisions to be 
announced. Savimbi did say after all that he did not hold 
any magic formula. The delegates to the conference will 
have the duty to find a new path, the response will have 
to be given tomorrow. 


Savimbi asked UNITA to have the courage to change 
its approach and understand that it is time for peace. 
He made it very clear that he came here to promote the 
disarming of all those who favor the war. 


Angola: Savimbi-Dos Santos Meeting Reportedly 
Postponed 

AB2201095096 Paris AFP in English 

0937 GMT 22 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Libreville, 22 Jan (AFP) — A 
meeting between Angolan President Eduardo dos Santos 
and former rebel leader Jonas Savimbi planned here for 
Monday [22 January) has been postponed, sources said. 
There was no word on the reason for the postponement. 
However, sources in the Gabonese capital said the 
meeting could take place in the next few days. 


The talks are aimed at giving a further boost to 
implementation of a UN-supervised peace settlement 
signed by the government and Savimbi's National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola (UNITA). 
The planned meeting, the fourth between the two men 
since the accord was signed in Lusaka, Zambia, in 
November 1994, follows UNITA's annual conference, 
held last week at the movement's base in the central 
Angolan town of Bailundo. 
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The UN Security Council is pressing Dos Santos and 
Savimbi to meet in the light of its concern at hold- 
ups affecting the peace pact, which provides for the 
disarmament and encampment of the two sides’ armed 
forces before the formation of a new joint defence force. 


Savimbi has never met Dos Santos on Angolan terri- 
tory, arguing that he has not been guaranteed sufficient 
safety outside zones controlled by UNITA, which fought 
government forces for almost 20 years following inde- 
pendence from Portugal in 1975. 


Angola: ‘Many’ Executive Outcomes Mercenaries 
To Stay Behind 


MB2101194496 Johannesburg MAIL & GUARDIAN 
in English 19-25 Jan 96 p 4 


(Report by Stefaans Brummer] 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] South Africa's much- 
lambasted “mercenary” outfit Executive Outcomes is 
withdrawing from Angola, but many of its soldiers are 
staying behind. 


The United Nations Verification Mission III in Angola 
confirms Pretoria-based Executive Outcomes appears to 
be closing shop in Angola. The withdrawal has silenced 
many who said the company’s continued presence vio- 
lated the November 1994 Lusaka Protocol peace agree- 
ment, which forbids mercenary support for the MPLA 
[Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola] gov- 
ernment or its UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] rebel counterparts. 


But the fact that many Executive Outcomes soldiers — 
employed to “train and advise" the Angolan government 
armed forces — are still in Angola, gives new force to 
UNITA’s charges, initially made a year ago, that “the 
Angolan government has decided to retain the strike 
Capacity available to it through Executive Outcomes 
throughout the transition period". 


Executive Outcomes first entered Angola in February 
1993, contracted by oil concerns to repulse UNITA 
rebels from their installations around the northwestern 
town of Soyo. 


That September, Executive Outcomes started the first of 
two consecutive 12-month contracts with the Angolan 
government, each worth about $20-million plus a similar 
amount for logistics. The company’s strength in num- 
bers was never disclosed, but a maximum of 500 men 
is thought to be accurate. 


The involvement of South Africans — mostly from 
specialist units of the old South African Defence Force 
who fought alongside UNITA in the bush war — 
brought criticism from the South African government, 
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which said it impaired South Africa’s credibility as an 
impartial peace-maker. 


UNITA claimed Executive Outcomes soldiers were 
directly involved in the fighting, a charge the company 
denied, although it admitted to battle planning and 
advice on the battlefield. 


Morality apart, the Executive Outcomes gamble is 
widely accepted to have paid off for the Angolan gov- 
ernment. From July 1993 government troops, trained 
and directed by Executive Outcomes, reclaimed strate- 
gic centres from UNITA — probably the reason UNITA 
accepted the peace conditions of the Lusaka Protocol. 


After the protocol was signed, pressure by the United 
States and others increased for Executive Outcomes 
to leave. But the company entrenched itself in a se- 
ries of “business units", among them the gold and di- 
amond mining company Branch Energy, the air char- 
ter company Ibis Air and Saracen International, a secu- 
rity company which was again helping oil companies 
secure their interests in Soyo. These “business units" 
appear to be part-owned by Strategic Resource Corpo- 
ration (SRC), Executive Outcomes’ holding company, 
and partly by Angolans. 


A year ago, about the time Saracen was starting up 
in Soyo, UNITA claimed it had information Execu- 
tive Outcomes, in response to pressure to withdraw, 
was transferring key military capabilities to a “public 
enterprise security company” staffed with new “mer- 
cenaries”; and that several hundred existing Executive 
Outcomes personnel would be repatriated in a public 
display to appease calls for the company’s withdrawal. 


Saracen appeared during a visit by reporters in April last 
year to be partially staffed by new recruits and partially 
by employees transferred from Executive Outcomes’ 
original Angolan operations. 


As in the UNITA charge, Saracen is registered in An- 
gola as a “public enterprise security company (PESC]", 
legally entitled to the possession of arms. Legislation 
allowing for the creation of these "PESCs" was adopted 
by the Angolan parliament when the Lusaka Protocol 
outlawed mercenary activity. 


Late last year, a push by government soldiers around 
Soyo — a United Nations-certified violation of the 
protocol — was claimed by UNITA as the reason it 
was halting us 4cmobilisation of its soldiers, causing 
another delay in the peace process. 


Not long afterwards an embattled Presid:nt Jose Ed- 
uardo Dos Santos announced during (words indisinct] 
to Washington that he was abandoning the Executive 
Outcomes contract, which by then was being renewed 
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monthly. That the government violation had been com- 
mitted in Soyo, where Saracen is based, clearly in- 
creased UNITA’s distrust of Executive Outcomes’ com- 
mercial spin-off companies. 


When Executive Outcomes sent 178 men back to 
South Africa last week, the company’s Angolan head, 
"Brigadier" Nick van den Berg, said: “We are withdraw- 
ing the last of our men, but some are staying on to farm 
and others have decided to stay and do business in their 
personal capacities.” 


It appears, though, that many are remaining in Angola in 
the SRC fold. One SRC source said this week only about 
half the Executive Outcomes men had been brought 
back to South Africa. Others were allocated to Executive 
Outcomes operations in other countries, while more 
“may” have been given jobs with Saracen. Another SRC 
source confirmed many personnel had been reassigned 
to the “existing business units”. 


Executive Outcomes spokesperson Nico Palm con- 
firmed the business units would stay in Angola, but said 
Exe~utive Outcomes had withdrawn “completely” and 
that suggestions of sinister motives behind the business 
operations were “politicking” by UNITA. 


— Meanwhile, this week's coup in Sierra Leone, 
where Executive Outcomes has a contract to support 
government forces in its fight against Revolutionary 
United Front guerrillas, may present the company with 
problems of credibility. 


Executive Outcomes has always, maintained it will only 
work for “legitimate governments", and defended its 
contract with Sierra Leone's military ruler, Captain 
Valentine Strasser, on the grounds that he was com- 
mitted to democratic elections next month. 


Angola: FLEC-FAC Rebels Abduct 3 Foreigners 19 
Jan 


MB2101160396 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 21 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) The Front for the Liberation 
of the Cabinda Enclave-Cabinda Armed Forces (FLEC- 
FAC] abducted two South Africans and a Sao Tomean 
national in Cabinda on 19 January. The three were 
working for a gold mining company in Buco-Zau. 
This was confirmed by Colonel Henrique Puti, deputy 
provincial governor for defense, in an interview with 
our correspondent in Cabinda. 

{Begin Futi recording) I confirm that FLEC-FAC ele- 
ments abducted two South Africans and a Sao Tomean 
national. Recently, they tried to sabotage economic tar- 
gets and attack government officials, but were not suc- 
cessful. [end recording] 
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Mozambique 
Mozambique: AIM Correspondent Replies to U.S. 
Ambassador 


MB2201105496 Maputo MEDIAFAX in Portuguese 
1S Jan 96 p 3,6 


(Letter to the editor by AIM correspondent Gustavo 
Mavie) 

(FBIS Translated Text] In his letter to several Mozambi- 
can editors and to me, which was first published in ME- 
DIAFAX, Honorable Ambassador Dennis Jett accuses 
AIM [MOZAMBIQUE INFORMATION AGENCY] of 
bias, and as proof of that he says AIM has never called 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance) by its true 
name, but only by the “armed bandits” (BA’s) epithet 
or label. 


With all my respect for Hon. Ambassador Jett, I must 
say that AIM, even when Carlos Cardoso was its editor 
in chief, always called Renamo by its name or as 
MNR [Mozambique National Resistance], though in 
most cases the name was preceded by the "BA" epithet. 
I personally believe that there were a great many reasons 
for that label. 


In his letter he says AIM never included the word 
Renamo in its reports filed before the signing of the 
Rome accord. Hon. Ambassador Jett, that is not true, 
and our archives are the best disclaimer. 


Personally, I do not regret having included the "BA" 
epithet in my reports, just as I have no regret for 
having written that Pieter Botha, Magnus Malan, Roelof 
Botha, and other apartheid South Africa officials were 
racists, although some of them today form part of the 
Mandela-led government of national unity or are living 
in harmonny with those they used to oppress and kill 
merely because of their dark skin. 


Yes, bygones are bygones, but they cannot be denied 
because they are part of history. I will continue to 
believe that the "BA" label was correct until such time 
as someone, including Ambassador Jett, proves to me 
in No uncertain terms that it was not Renamo's men that 
for 16 years committed, if | may quote Leon Tolstoy, 
“a vast number of abominable acts, slaughter, plunder, 
and fires.” Worst still, it is not easy to find evidence 
of similar slaughter in courts recordings throughout the 
world, including those set up centuries ago. 


Disregarding human feelings and devoid of reasoning, 
thousands of armed men had to march north and south 
from central Mozambique, willing to kill their fellow 
human beings. Yet, for the sake of reconciliation and 
primarily because we want to finally live in peace, 
we, the victims who survived that holocaust, have been 
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forced to refrain from labeling as real criminals those 
who committed such crimes. 


As my colleague Paul Fauvet has said, it was not AIM 
that called Renamo a criminal organization. Several 
people arrived at that conclusion based on what the 
Bible says: "One distinguishes between a good and a 
bad tree by the fruits they bear.” 


In fact, far from being sweet or tasty for the majority 
of Mozambicans, the fruits of Renamo's war were very 
bitter. One still remembers that and cannot easily forget 
about them. Renamo's war was in fact “one of the most 
brutal holocausts against human beings since World 
War Il," as Roy Stacey, former U.S. deputy assistant 
secretary of state, rightly said in 1988. 


Likewise, the State Department-commissioned Gersony 
Report said, though tacitly, as was expected in a report 
of its kind, that Renamo’s level of violence against 
Civilians in the rural areas was “extraordinarily high.” 
The rural residents fled from Renamo in droves, and a 
number of wards in the Mozambican capital, set up by 
people who used to be persecuted by the former rebel 
movement, bear testimony to that. 


In his 24-page report, Gersony said he had interviewed 
170 people representing the same number of families, 
and that all those questioned had spoken of Renamo's 
horrific deeds, adding that its members had killed 600 
unarmed civilians. 


Based on testimonies from people who managed to 
escape the atrocities, Gersony estimated that Renamo's 
men had killed 100,000 innocent civilians during a 
specific period of time. Based on the testimony from 
refugees in neighboring countries, Renamo was referred 
to as having committed other type of crimes: assault, 
rape, theft, plundering, and arson. 


AIM has stopped using the "BA" label, not because 
it realized it was wrong, but simply because Renamo 
adapted to the new situation and answered the call for 
reason when it signed the General Peace Accord [AGP] 
in Rome and, further still, when it implemented that 
accord and quit shooting. 


It is, therefore, a new Renamo phase. It would make 
no sense for AIM or the media in South Africa and 
in the region to continue labeling as racists the former 
members of the apartheid government. 


Ambassador Jett says AIM seems to have the tendency 
to teach history when it refers to Renamo as a “former 
rebel movement,” but ends up making the mistake of 
wanting to be a professor of journalism, revealing that 
he is not good at it. 
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Most of the time AIM prefers to describe Renamo as a 
“former rebel movement,” using it as “communication 
bridge” and not because it wants to avoid describing the 
organization as the "second most voted-for party.” The 
fact is that the first description fits better more closely 
the Dhlakama-led organization's recent past. 


Mr. Ambassador, imagine a reader living outside 
Mozambique, who has read and heard for the past 
16 years that Renamo waged a war in Mozambique, 
and all of a sudden hears or reads that Renamo is the 
"second most voted-for party.” If that reader had no 
access to reports that Renamo signed the AGP and 

arms, and took part in elections, he would 
undoubtedly get confused and could think that he was 
“daydreaming.” I think it makes more sense to use the 
“former rebel movement” epithet because it indicates 
to the reader that a movement that used to wage war 
has stopped doing so. 


Contrary to what the honorable ambassador said in 
his letter, AIM always writes, whenever it finds it 
appropriate, that Renamo was the party that came 
second in the October 1994 elections. Likewise, AIM 
writes that Renamo is the main opposition party in 
Mozambique and it was the most voted-for party in 
all of the central and northern provinces, except Cabo 
Delgado. Should Hon. Ambassador Jett doubt it, our 
archives are at his disposal. 


AIM does not systematically write that Frelimo was 
a former rebel movement; it would not make sense 
to tell that to our readers today because Frelimo has 
been ruling Mozambique for more than 20 years. We 
do not think that this type of “background” [preceding 
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word in English] would make sense. in other words, we 
think it would be difficult to find a reader today who 
would be confused if he read that Frelimo is heading 
the Mozambican state. Nonetheless, and whenever it 
becomes necessary, AIM says that Frelimo was a rebel 
movement or thal it waged a war for the independence 
of Mozambique from Portuguese colonial domination. 


It is not, therefore, a question of teaching history, but of 
making news more intelligible. We use explanations like 
"former rebel movement” as “communication bridges.” 
In a few years, AIM might stop labeling Renamo as 4 
“former rebel movement" and call it a mere opposition 
movement or the most voted-for party. 


Mozambican Interior Minister: Police To Expel All 
‘Chimwenje’ 

MB1901090896 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0800 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(FBIS Translated Text) Interior Minister Manuel Anto- 
nio has said police alone are responsible for the mainte- 
nance of law and order. In an interview he granted Ra- 
dio Mozambique in Nampula, Interior Minister Antonio 
noted that police will proceed to expel all “Chimwenye" 
["litde light" Zimbabwean dissidents} from the country. 


He added that, though the Mozambique National Re- 
sistance [Renamo] denies it, Renamo has been hiding 
the “Chimwenje” as they wreak disorder in the central 
region. Renamo also disagrees that police should take 
care of the "Chimwenje,” expressing the belief, rather, 
that the Mozambique Defense Armed Forces should do 
it. 
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Ghana 


Ghanaian President: Peacekeepers Not To Quit 
Liberia 


AB1901140296 Paris AFP in English 
1134 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Accra, Jan 19 (AFP) — The 
African peacekeeping force ECOMOG will stay in 
Liberia (spite the latest attacks by an armed faction that 
left at least ten of its troops dead, Ghanaian President 
Jerry Rawlings has pledged. 

Rawlings, who chairs the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS), which sent the ECO- 
MOG peacekeepers to Liberia in August 1990 to inter- 
vene in the civil war ignited the previous December, 
made the statement on Thursday (18 January]. 


He told visiting Nation of Islam leader Louis Farrakhan 
the force is prepared to take the required risks to ensure 
peace in Liberia and will not withdraw from the country. 


ECOMOG Commander Major General John Inienger 
last Tuesday suggested his troops were no longer needed 
in Liberia. 

"The attacks on ECOMOG soldiers by (the Krahn wing 
of the United Liberation Movement) ULIMO-J have 
kept the peacekeeping troops wondering whether they 
are indeed wanted here any longer,” he said in reference 
to clashes in the northwest that began December 28. 


When asked if he was considering a withdrawal of 
the force Inienger said such a decision “lies with our 
(ECOWAS) principles”. 

The ECOMOG force in Liberia comprises some 8,000 
soldiers, mainly from Nigeria but also from Guinea, 
Ghana, Mali, Gambia and Sierra Leone. 


Since their arrival in Liberia, hundreds of ECOMOG 
soldiers have been killed in the civil war, halted last 


August by a peace accord signed by all parties to the 
conflict. 


Under the accord, ECOMOG began deploying across 
the country December 14 in preparation for the disar- 
mament of some 60,000 fighters left over from the war. 


Deployment was suspended early this month as a result 
of the fighting in the northwest. 


Ghana: Rawiings Urges Stroager Relations With 
‘Friendly Nations’ 

AB2001 192596 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 

1300 GMT 20 Jan 96 

(FBIS Transcribed Text) The president, Flight Lieu- 
tenant Rawlings, says he hopes that close collabora- 
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tion between Ghana and friendly nations will be main- 
tained and strengthened in the interest of peace and eco- 
nomic development. The president, who was speaking 
at the New Year reception for taembers of the diplo- 
matic corps at Peduase Lodge, near Aburi, described 
as satisfactory the cooperation between Ghana and her 
friends. Nathalie Alipui was there: 


(Begin reccrding} [Alipui) The New Year reception is 
an annual affair during which the president interacts 
and exchanges seasonal greetings with members of the 
diplomatic corps. Also at the reception was the first 
lady, Nana Konadu Agyeman-Rawlings, members of the 
Council of State, ministers of state, and parliamentari- 
ans. 


President Rawlings observed that the year 1996 is a 
crucial year on the economic front as the country tries to 
consolidate past achievements, and to attain sustainable 
and rapid economic growth in a generally unfavorable 
international environment. He said in this context, the 
government will continue to seek and attract more 
foreign investments into the country. 


{Rawlings} The repiesentations of your respective coun- 
tries in Ghana, and our common efforts to foster mu- 
tual beneficial cooperation between our states manifest 
the realities of interdependence in the modern world 
which undertones the rapid globalization of national 
interests. Your presence, Excellencies, in our country 
should, therefore, be justified by the positive impacts 
which result from the interaction between your nations 
and our people and government on our economic growth 
and general developmental efforts. 


[Alipui] President Rawlings reaffirmed government's 
commitment to the Commonwealth, the Non-Aligned 
Movement, the United Nations, and the OAU. He said as 
the OAU has accepted the challenge to pioneer conflict 
resolution through the mechanism for conflict preven- 
tion, resolution, and management, the organization will 
be able to manage multiplicity of conflicts that threat- 
ens to destroy the image of Africa. He said the efforts 
of ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] and the OAU in seeking a peaceful and lasting 
resolution to the Liberian crisis constitute a test case for 
Africa as a whole. He called on the diplomatic missions 
to assist their home governments to better understand 
Africa's situation, and dispel the misinformation about 
the continent. 


On Ghana's contribution to UN peacekeeping activities, 
President Rawlings disclosed that some donor countries 
have pledged to support the establishment of a peace- 
keeping institute at the Ghana Armed Forces Staff Col- 
lege. He said such an institute will not only be a lasting 
monument to the Ghanaian peacekeeping tradition, but 
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also serve as a center of peacekeeping skills and experi- 
ences for the West African subregion. He expressed the 
hope that the various countries will continue to support 
Ghana's efforts at building a truly democratic society 
that will serve as an encouragement to other countries. 


The dean of the diplomatic corps, Mr. Konan Nda, who 
is also the Ivorian ambassador to Ghana, congratulated 
President Rawlings on his reelection as chairman of 
ECOWAS, and his relentless efforts to restore peace 
to Liberia. He hoped the year 1996 will bring about 
dialogue, consultation, and mutual understanding at all 
levels in order to preserve peace. [end recording] 


Liberia 


Liberian Civilians Drawn Into Conflict, Used as 
Virtual Hostages 

AB/1901181996 London BBC World Service 

in English 1505 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The war is continuing in 
Liberia's northwest. It follows a big battle at Tub- 
manburg between ULIMO [United Liberation Move- 
ment for Democracy in Liberia-J] rebels loyal to Roo- 
sevelt Johnson, and Nigerian soldiers of the peacekeep- 
ing force ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
Africa Cease-Fire Monitoring Group]. Tubmanburg was 
left in ULIMO hands, but there has been lot of tension 
in the surrounding districts, and now there are reports 
of civilians getting sucked into the conflict and used as 
virtual hostages as suspicion runs high between the two 
sides. From Monrovia, Nyenati Allison telexed this re- 
port: 

An estimated 3,000 people fleeing hostilities between 
rebels of Roosevelt Johnson's ULIMO and the west 
African peacekeeping force in the western district of 
Todi are being held hostage by the rebel forces, pre- 
venting them from reaching safety. Eyewitnesses arriv- 
ing last night at the highway town of Kakata, 35 miles 
outside Monrovia, said the rebels are physically pre- 
venting civilians from crossing into areas controlled by 
African peacekeeping troops. 

According to the escapees, the rebels are basing their 
actions on the belief that the displaced people could 
give their positions away to the peacekeepers, who 
are taking no chances after sustaining heavy losses in 
the Tubmanburg battles two weeks ago. Mathew Dean, 
a former mining agent who reached Kakata with his 
exhausted family yesterday afternoon, said that when 
fighting broke out in the Todi area earlier this week, 
a large number of civilians managed to flee to the 
abandoned mining town of Bong, 19 miles north of 
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Kakata. But, he added, the rebels began stopping people 
from leaving, following reports that fleeing civilians 
were leaking rebels’ secrets to the peacekeepers. 


One eyewitness spoke of starvation and disease among 
the hostages, some of whom fled after their villages were 
burned down by rebel forces. Peacekeeping troops I saw 
in Kakata were in combat gear and checkpoint formali- 
ties were being reinforced. Most of the displaced people 
coming into Kakata in m cent days are women and chil- 
dren, who are having trouble finding accommodation in 
the rocket-ridden remains of buildings in what used to 
be a lively commercial city. 


Military sources in Kakata told me that Johnson's men 
have sustained serious casualties in the Todi District in 
an apparent ECOMOG revenge for the brutal fighting 
in the recent Tubmanburg clashes. 


Liberia: ULIMO’s Johnson Denies Holding 
Civilians Hostage 

AB2001155196 London BBC World Service 
in English 1830 GMT 19 Jan 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Roosevelt Johnson has called 
us up to deny that his fighters have been holding 
civilians hostage. Josephine Hazely asked him what his 
position was: 


{Begin recording} [Johnson] We want to clarify that 
the report we've just heard on BBC stating that our 
forces are holding civilians hostage and stopping them 
to go to Kakata is a black lie. The UNOMIL [UN 
Observer Mission in Liberia] can attest to that. The 
United Nations here on this ground can attest to that: 
We are not in control from Todi to Kakata. That area 
is strictly under the ECOWAS [Economic Community 
of West African States) peacekeeping force control. We 
are not in control from Todi to Monrovia. It is incorrect 
that we are holding civilians hostage to going to Kakata 
and even coming to Monrovia. 


{Hazely] But you were not there. That was what eye- 
witnesses, the people who were there, are saying. 


{Johnson} Look, I'm telling you it’s a black lie. We 
have not been fighting in Todi. We've not been fighting 
in Todi, and we've not held any civilian hostage. This 
information is completely intended to undermine our 
good efforts to have this peace process on course. 


{Hazely] You cannot deny that you've been fighting and 
preventing people from going into Kakata. Who do you 
think has been fighting there? 


{Johnson} Our men were attacked by the ECOMOG 
forces in Todi where our commander was killed. You 
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understand? We have dispatched people there to talk to 
our men that they should not return fire, and we went 
there to retrieve the body of our commander, the dead 
commander, and we have never opened fire on anybody, 
and we have not held any soldier hostage. 


{Hazely} But the civilians are saying that they are 
being held hostages because ULIMO [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia] feel that they are 
leaking military secrets to ECOMOG. 


{Johnson} Why should we hold civilians hostage and ac- 
cuse them of leaking military information to ECOMOG 
when at all we have not been in battle with ECOMOG 
there. We have no intention to fight ECOMOG, and we 
are not fighting ECOMOG. You understand? 


{Hazely} The fact of the matter, Mr. Johnson, is that 
you have simply lost control of your men, and you don’t 
know what they are getting up to. 


(Johnson) Indeed, we know as human beings you will 
not sit down and let somebody come and box your 
left eye and want to pluck the right eye out without 
lifting up your hand. This does not mean that we've 
lost control of our men. It is unfortunate that we who 
put this government together to make this peace process 
go forward, some people, some forces of the ECOMOG 
peacekeeping force, are taking the laws into their own 
hands. Do you understand? And this does not mean 
that we have no control over our men. Our men will 
not sit down and let people kill them innocently. [end 
recording] 


Mali 


Mali President Konare Gives Address on Army 
Anniversary 


AB2001172296 Bamako Radiodiffusion-Television du 
Mali Radio in French 1945 GMT 19 Jan 96 


{Address by Malian President Alpha Oumar Konare in 
Bamako on 19 January — live or recorded] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) Officers, noncommissioned 
officers [NCO], men of the rank and file, members of 
the security forces: It has already been 35 years in our 
country's political history since you were propelled to 
the forefront of national life in the nascent Republic. 
Nothing on that day — 20 January 1961 — nothing 
predicted that you would become the great patriotic 
Army, which deserves our respect and our trust, in the 
new Mali in which we are living today, as there were 
all sorts of difficulties on the horizon. 


This is the time to pay tribute to those who died during 
this great period, who knew — in almost total poverty 
— how to lay down the cornerstone, stone by stone, of 
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the new Republic, in dignity, selflessness, and the spirit 
of sacrifice that charscierize the genuine soldier. The 
grateful motherland will always remember their deeds. 


Officers, NCO"’s, men of the rank and file, security 
service members: 35 years is the age of maturity, the 
appropriate age to enrich the common heritage, to meet 
challenges but, above all, to be able to face what is 
at stake in the future. Did the writer (Leboyt) not 
rightly say that we are the heirs of those who are gone, 
associates of those who are stil alive, and providence 
for those who are yet to be born? [passage omitted] 


Officers, NCO’s, men of the rank and file, security 
agents: On this anniversary day, on behalf of the 
entire Malian people, I hereby testify to the successful 
efforts of the Armed Forces and security services 
in a democratic Mali, in fulfilling their mission of 
defending the integrity of the national territory, of 
ensuring security for persons and property, and of 
conducting peace missions in Mali and in the world at 
large. [passage omitted] 


I hope that what has been called the Northern Issue since 
1990 will soon be nothing than a bad memory after the 
integration of combatants, and the new recruitments. 
The process is following its normal course, and all 
indicators show that national unity has been saved. 
However, we should remain vigilant in order to prevent 
any kind of manipulation. The thorny issue of trainee 
gendarmes has just been solved with the lucidity and 
rigor that should be among the guiding principles of all 
political leaders and the military command. 


Finally, in line with one of the essential phases of 
your missions, it can be said today that the Malian 
Armed Forces have accumulated useful experiences 
through their various interventions in various crises in 
Africa, and in the world at large. As you see, we have 
taken stock of a very satisfactory situation, which is 
proof enough of the maturity of our Armed Forces and 
security services. 

Officers, NCO’s, men of the rank and file, members 
of the security forces: This relative success, should not 
hide the multiple obstacles we still have to overcome to 
achieve national development. On the contrary, it should 
serve us as a Stimulant to meet the major challenges 
in the wake of the 21st century. In view of this, we 
should concentrate on a number of priority fields, and 
we should progressively allow the Armed Forces and 
security forces to fulfill their mission. 


It is within this framework that we should examine 
the issue of the management of human resources. 
The Armed Forces should be used as a peacekeeping 
force. We should tackle the issue of an integrated 
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African force, the issue of troop encampment, of more 
projects to motivate the Army, the acquisition of more 
equipment, the strengthening of logistics means, through 
a military law of planning to crown the effort to 
rationalize the management of our defense forces. 


Officers, NCO’s, members of the security forces: As 
the commander in chief of the Armed Forces, and 
through close collaboration with the government and 
the concerned services, we attach the utmost importance 
to a swift solution to all these problems that appear 
essential to all Malians. Through the various meetings 
that we will hold in the coming days, there is no doubt 
thal concrete actions will be taken. 


Officers, NCO’s, men of the rank and file, members of 
the security forces: I shall never say enough —- at this 
time of accelerated history and current major charges 
— about the evolution of the concept of defense. This 
concept should prevail within the Armed Forces and 
the security services, to enable them to act within 
the framework of the profound aspirations of the new 
Malian society whose intent is to achieve democracy. 
The process for achieving democracy includes peace, 
political stability, and economic and socia! development 
in a regional and world environment that is also stable 


and peaceful. 


All this constitutes the prime reason for an Army to exist 
in a democratic and Republican context. However, the 
noble ideals will remain empty words so long as the 


the strict observance of the regulations and rules of a 
military state; the rigorous management of the means 
put at your disposal; loyalty to the institutions; and 
discipline up to the supreme sacrifice. You have shown 
all these values during the nation’s moments of crisis. 
I call on you to always uphold and improve on these 
values. [passage omitted] 


Our hearts should be full of more tolerance, a spirit 
of solidarity and sharing. Our acts should be acts of 
nonviolence, of truth and reality. May our words not 
be insults, evil utterances, or lies. We need a peaceful 
country to achieve success. 


Officers, men of the rank and file, and member of the 
security forces: I call on you to always be on my side 
for the honor of our Army, for it to remain strong, and 
for Mali to live on as a united and pluralistic nation, 
democratic and prosperous in a peaceful world. 
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Nigeria 


Nigeria: Official Confirms Airport Explosion; Panic 
Experienced 

AB1901204096 London BBC World Service 

in English 1830 GMT 19 Jan 96 


[Fre the “Focus on Africa” program; monitored in 
progress) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] ..Josephine Hazely asked our 
Kano reporter, Balla Ibrahim, what was being said: 


{Begin recording) [Ibrahim] Well, according tv the PRO 
{Public Relations Officer] in charge of the airport, 
yesterday there was an explosion and this explosion 
was caused as a result of something that was planted 
in the toilet of the departure lounge. Everyone suspects 
that it is a bomb, but they cannot see the gravity of the 
bomb at the moment, because it has to be tested by the 
experts and they have taken the debris and some pieces 
collected from the toilet. They have taken it for testing 
and later they are going to let us know what exactly is 
the gravity. 


{Hazely} Now have they pointed a finger at who might 
be behind it? 


{Ibrahim} No, no one is yet to be identified or associated 
with the bomb explosion. But they said they have not 
made any arrest yet, but investigations will continue, 
and sooner or later they are going to let us know what 
exactly or who are the people responsible. 


{Hazely} But surely there must be some idea of the 
damage that the bomb caused? 


(Ibrahim) Yes. The door to the toilet is completely 
blasted, a section of the toilet is completely blown up. 
According to the PRO, the bomb or the explosion has 
caused a lot of damage. The quantity of damage cannot 
exactly be said now in terms of money. But they said it 
has caused a lot of damage to the airport. 


{Hazely} And what about injuries or deaths? Was there 
any accounted for? 


{Ibrahim} Everything in that line is zero. There is 
nobody injured and no one is dead as a result of this. 
But the building is actually damaged by the bomb, but 
no lives lost or no one is injured in the process. 


[Hazely} It is several hours now since that bomb 
explosion, what are people making of this? Are people 
panicking or talking about it at all? 


[Ibrahim] Actually there is a lot panic. Also, as this 
thing came a day after the death of the son of the 
president. A lot of people feel security ought to have 
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been tightened at the airport. That is where everybody 
is coming through. Mostly people coming from outside 
Kano. So there is concern in that line and there is a lot 
of panic and confusion in the minds of people. I am sure 
the security is going to be extra alert now, and maybe 
that the government is coming up with something in the 
first day of the week. 


{Hazely) And of course we wonder if you have heard 
of any bomb explosion in Kaduna? 


(Ibrahim) Yes. There was of course. That has been said, 
and people are talking about it and most of the people 
I have spoken to are saying if this type of things are 
happening in public places, then some people would 
feel uncomfortable to gather anywhere. [end recording] 


Nigerian Ballistic Experts Investigate Hotel Parcel 
Bomb 


AB2001212596 Lago: NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 20} Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} An explosive device, believed 
to be a parcel bomb by a bomb ballistic expert went off 
in Durbar Hotei, Kaduna, on Thursday (18 January], 
killing the man suspected to be the brain behind the 
blast. Correspondent Yusuf Aliyu in Kaduna and Garba 
Abubakar in Abuja filed this report: 


[Begin recording] [Abubakar] The explosive went off 
at about 4.15 in the evening, destroying portions oi the 
banquet and restaurant booking offices as wel! as the 
public conveniences. The man, believed to be the brain 
bebind the blast, had walked into a book store in the 
hotel where he purchased a novel titled, The Man Dies 
by Wole Soyinka, and obtained a receipt in the name of 
Ade Yusuf Jimu. 


The parcel is believed to have exploded as the man 
tried to assemble the gadget. He was killed instantly 
in the male toilet with his hands chopped off and his 
abdomen ripped open as a result of the impact of the 
explosion. The remains of the man has been deposited 
at the mortuary of the ABU [Ahmadu Bello University] 
Teaching Hospital in Kaduna. 


A senior female manager with the Durbar Hotel, Mrs. 
Sarah Luka, whose office was adjacent to the point 
where the explosion ‘went off, was wounded in the face, 
arms, and other parts of her body. Belmund Hospital, 
Kaduna, where she is receiving treatment, says the 
in mies are not life-threatening. 


Meanwhile, a second parcel, concealed in a professional 
playback video cassette case, was found near the body of 
the man. The assistant commissioner of police in charge 
of the Special Investigations and Intelligence Bureau, 
Kaduna State Police Command, Alhaji Mutari Ibrahim 
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visited the scene of the blast. He announced that ballistic 
experts of the command have given the place a clean 
sweep, and was confident that no more such devices are 
left undetected. 


(Ibrahim) The place affected is not where the resident 
guests are. 


[Aliyu)] The bomb blast in the Durbar Hotel in Kaduna 
is the third in the series in the Kaduna metropolis 
in the last two years, all of them targeted at key 
institutions. In 1994, two bombs went off at the peak 
of the political crisis. The first one was at the NTA 
FRCN [Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria) premises, 
and a week later the second one went off on the sixth 
floor of the NNDC [expansion unknown] building. No 
major damages were done to the structures in these 
two incidences, so also have there been any others in 
connection with these blasts. 


The police in Kaduna are, however, working on the 
theory that the Durbar Hotel incident may represent 
a major upsurge in urban terrorism, and [have] called 
for vigilance and improvement on the level of security 
consciousness among Nigerians. [end recording) 


Nigeria: Activist Fawehinmi Denies Links With 
Explosions 


AB2001185696 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705S GMT 20 Jan 96 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The bomb explosions in north- 
ern Nigeria this week at a Kaduna hotel and the airport 
at Kano, as well as the plane crash in which head of 
state General Sani Abacha's son was killed, have cre- 
ated widespread alarm. An unknown group calling itself 
United Front for Nigerian Liberation has claimed that it 
was responsible for all three events. Everybody has been 
wondering who they are connected with. Pro-<democrat 
organizauons, such as Nadeco [National Democratic 
Coalition], have been quick to distance themselves in 
denying any knowledge. In Lagos, Sola Odunfa asked 
radical lawyer, Chief Gani Fawehinmi, of the National 
Conscience Party if he had anything to do with it: 


[Begin recording} [Fawehinmi] First of all, we don't 
know this group because a group has claimed responsi- 
bility for what is happening. We don't know this group. 
We are not in.... [pauses] We are not violent. We be- 
lieve in mass struggle against the regime to sack this 
regime through mass action but clearly these events 
show that the regime should have to [word indistinct] in 
its repression of Nigerian people. People have used ral- 
lies, people write, people criticize and they are jailed; 
they are convicted. they are detained, they are tried, 


8 report may contain 


copyrighted material Copying and dissemination) 


is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


ry] WEST AFRICA 


and they are harassed and hunted by the regime, and 
this shows clearly now that when you make a peaceful 
change of government impossible, you make a violent 
change of government inevitable, and that is the big les- 
son that this regime has to learn now. There is nothing 
to be gained through repression. There is nothing to be 
gained through detention. This regime has to change. 
This regime has to quit for a civilian rule in our soci- 
ety. 


{Odunfa} Do you support or can you justify terrorism 
under any situation? 


{Fawehinmi}] No, I don’t support terrorism. I don't 
justify terrorism but lest you forget that, there are 
those who don’t believe in the mass struggle that we 
believe in. But the point clearly must be made that 
violence begets violence and, furthermore, it must be 
appreciated clearly that in a state of lawlessness, some 
people believe that it is illegal to be law-abiding, and 
it is because that climate has been created by this 
regime through its violent approach and its lack of 
understanding of the feelings of the Nigerian people. 
And there are those who don’t believe in mass struggle 
like we believe in. We believe in mass struggle but not 
everybody shares the belief in mass struggle because it 
‘s a slow process, and the regime is so violent and some 
people believe that they have to meet the violence of the 
regime with another violence. 


{Odunfa] Will the government not be justified if it now 
resorts to a heavier clamp-down on the opposition? 


[Fawehinmi] The government will be making a big 
mistake because the wrong people will be arrested. [end 
recording] 


Nigeria: Investigations Into Presidential Plane 
Crash Begin 

AB2001155596 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 

in English 1500 GMT 20 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Investigations have begun into 
the presidential plane crash in Kano. The minister of 
aviation, Air Commodore Nsikak Eduok, announced 
this in an interview in Lagos. He said that the black box 
containing the last communication between the pilot and 
the control tower had been found. 


Nigeria: Youth Movement Warns ‘Terrorists’ 
Against Bombings 

AB2001180396 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 20 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The Northern Youth Move- 
ment, NYM, has called on those responsible for the in- 
cidents of bomb explosions and other acts of terrorism 
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in the country to desist from their criminal actions in 
the interest of peace and stability. 


A statement, issued in Kaduna by the [word indistinct] 
secretary of the movement, Alhaji Nasri Ibrahim, noted 
that incidents of bomb explosions, which began about 
one year ago, had been limited only to areas in the north 
of the country. 


The statement describes the masterminds behind the ex- 
plosions as a bunch of terrorists and unpatriotic elements 
who have not considered the dangerous repercussions 
their actions could have on the peace and security of 
the nation. It called on the Federal Government and 
all the appropriate security agencies to take drastic and 
far-reaching measures for the immediate arrest of the 
Criminals, pointing out that the authorities must avoid 
the escalation of the dangerous trend. 


Also, Alhaji Nasri Ibrahim expressed the ,ympathy of 
the movement with the head of state, his entire family 
members, as well as relations of all the victims of the 
Kano air disaster which claimed the lives of the son of 
the head of state, Alhaji Ibrahim Abacha, and 13 other 
people. The statement, which describes the plane crash 
as a national calamity and the loss of energetic and 
promising Nigerian youths, also prayed for the repose 
of the souls of the victims. 


Nigerian Government Fires 6,000 Civil Servants in 
‘Purge’ 

AB1901193096 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 19 Jan 96 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] There are very tough times 
ahead for thousands of Nigerian civil servants who once 
thought they had jobs for life. That's no longer the 
case, and the military government has engaged in a 
massive program of retrenchment. There was a brief 
respite while the authorities sorted out some confusing 
directives, but recently the rate of sackings has been 
picking up, as Sola Odunfa reports from Lagos: 


[Begin Odunfa recording] A gale force wind is blowing 
through Nigeria's public service, sweeping away thou- 
sands of workers of all levels from their once secured 
jobs. No fewer than 6,000 federal employees have lost 
their jobs in the retrenchment of the past three weeks. 
By the time the exercise is over, about 20,000 of the 
federal civil work force of about 80,000 would have 
been weeded out. 


The purge of the service was ordered by the Federal 
Civil Service Commission in November. Every depart- 
ment and federally owned organization was told to 


This report may contain copyrighted maternal. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-96-014 
22 January 1996 


screen all its workers and draw up a list of those to 
be either sacked or pushed out on retirement. The crite- 
ria for compiling the list were varied, ranging from old 
age, through late coming and quarrelsomeness, to em- 
bezzlement. About 3,000 employees were served termi- 
nal letters on 29 December, but they were recalled on 3 
January because of perceived procedural errors. 


On Tuesday (16 January], the head of state, General 
Sani Abacha, met in Abacha with elected representatives 
of feteral workers. He told them that the exercise was to 
rid the service of what he described as wastage of human 
and material resources. Immediately after the meeting 
the purge resumed in earnest. 


Thousands of workers in ministries, federal media 
Organizations, and the ports authority were served 
their letters. Several thousands more are to go. The 
immigration service alone is reported to have compiled 
a list of 3,000. The universities are not left out. Each 
is compiling its own list. Nearly all those being sacked 
are to be replaced by fresh employees. 


The general belief in Nigeria is that the purge is de- 
signed to create vacancies which will enable the govern- 
ment to fulfill its promise to offer employment to more 
people, especiaiixy young school leavers and freshly 
trained professionals. Government critics (?fall) to the 
exercise, saying that it will worsen social frustration and 
the unemployment situation. [ei.d recording) 


Nigerian Media Urged To Aid Smooth Return to 
Civilian Rule 


AB2101 140996 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 21 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The National Electoral Com- 
mission of Nigeria has appealed to the media to help cre- 
ate the necessary atmosphere for a smooth return to civil 
rule. The director of public affairs of the commission, 
Mr. Steve Osemaka, made the appeal in Abuja at the re- 
ception organized by the Abuja Bureau of FRCN [Fed- 
eral Radio Corporation of Nigeria] directors of news 
and programs in honor of the chief press secretary to the 
minister of resources, Mr. Gbenga Onehiga. 
Mr. Osemaka said the commission needed the coopera- 
tion of the media to succeed. He also urged journalists 
to support the transition program through objective re- 
porting of events in the country. 


In a message, the director of FRCN, Abuja, Alhaji Suad 
Ibrahim, appealed to the government to speed up the 
plan to provide modern broadcasting equipment to the 
corporation. The public relations manager of the Corpo- 
rate Affairs Commission, Mr. Roland Nwachukwu, who 
was the chairman of the occasion, expressed satisfaction 
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with the coverage of events in the federal capital terri- 
tory. 


Until his appointment, Mr. Gbenga Onehiga was the 
head of the FRCN political desk in Abuja. 


Nigeria: New Sierra Leonean Leader Bio Briefs 
Abacha on Situation 


AB2201080596 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 22 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The new Sierra Leonean head 
of state, Brigadier Julius Maada Bio, was in Abuja 
yesterday on a visit. A Radio Nigeria correspondent 
reports that Brig. Bio condoled with the head of state, 
General Sani Abacha, on the death of his eldest son, 
Ibrahim, and 13 others in the Kano plane crash. The two 
leaders also held discussions. The Sierra Leonean leader 
was accompanied on the visit by four other members of 
the country’s ruling Council of State. 


The Sierra Leonean director of information, Mr. Idriss 
Kamara, told State House correspondents that Brig. Bio 
decided to come to Abuja to sympathize with Gen. 
Abacha on the plane crash. He stated that the visit 
also afforded the Sierra Leonean leader the opportunity 
to brief Gen. Abacha on the latest development in his 
country following the change in leadership. 


Sierra Leone 


Sierra Leone: Bio Receives Guinean Delegation, 
Explains Changes 

AB1901213596 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of the NPRC 
(National Provisional Ruling Council], Brigadier Julius 
Maada Bio, today assured a high-powered Guinean 
delegation that events of 16 January that led to the 
change of leadership in the NPRC government was done 
purely in the interest of peace and security of Sierra 
Leone. Addressing the Guinean government delegation, 
led by the foreign minister, Kebe Zoumanigui, at 
Defense Headquarters, (Cockrow), Brig. Bio maintained 
that all that happened was in the interest of the country 
and to ensure that the present situation in the nation 
does not disintegrate. On behalf of the Government and 
peop’. of Sierra Leone, he expressed gratitude to the 
Guinean head of state, President Lansana Conte, for 
his concern and promptness in sending a delegation 
to inquire about the 16 January events. The head of 
state also registered his gratitude for the interest and 
commitment manifested by the Guinean leader and paid 
a special tribute to the Government and people and 
Guinea for the enormous sacrifices made in saving this 
country. 
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Earlier, the Guinean foreign minister informed the head 
of state that, as a special envoy of President Lansana 
Conte, he wants to obtain first hand (?knowledge from 
him) the head of state for a proper understanding 
of the current situation. Minister Zoumanigui noted 
that his head of state believed that developments in 
Sierra Leone are of paramount importance to them in 
the Republic of Guinea, because of [words indistinct] 
fraternal relationship between the two countries. 


Earlier, the Guinean envoy, accompanied by the director 
of political affairs in the Guinean Foreign Ministry, Mr. 
Alpha Ibrahim Sow, and former Guinean Ambassador 
to Sierra Leone, Mr. Alpha Camara, was introduced by 
the secretary of state, foreign affairs and international 
cooperation, Alhaji Dr. Alusine Fofanah. 


Later this afternoon, at the Military Headquarters, the 
NPRC chairman reassured paramount chiefs that the 
democratic transition program would not be derailed. 
He told the paramount chiefs that his government will 
adhere to the 26 February date agreed to by the entire 
country at the national consultative conference. Brig. 
Bio emphasized that what transpired on 16 January 
was in the interest of the nation and not for any 
selfish motive. The head of state was addressing the 
paramount chiefs when they called to pledge their 
unflinching loyalty and support for the chairman and his 
government. The head of state called on them to give 
the government every support and cooperation so that 
peace and development could prevail in Sierra Leone. 
He reiterated that one of the priorities of his government 
is to bring peace in Sierra Leone and (?was of the view) 
that with the support of the traditional rulers. the nation 
will once again enjoy peace and tranquility. Brig. Bio 
called on them to join government to appeal to Corporal 
Foday Sankoh to stop the destruction and come to the 
negotiating table. 


In (words indistinct) through which our problems an 
be solved, the head of state (words indistinct) that will 
give their fullest support to the government in achieving 
its set goals. He called for continued dialogue and 
collective efforts from all Sierra Leoneans in supporting 
the country’s development efforts. In the name of his 
colleagues, Chief Kiyibai Kuru Tenobaro Kanka III 
of (Chemba) chiefdom, congratulated Brig. Bio for 
his assumption to the highest office in Sierra Leone. 
He commended him for his comprehensive speech, 
which touched on the key issues in the country and 
was hopeful [words indistinct] peace and stability will 
prevail. Chief Tenobaro pledged the unflinching loyaicy 
of the paramount chiefs to the new chairman and the 
NPRC government. He further registered their support 
for the government's democratic transition program and 
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requested the government to use all its resources to bring 
peace to the country. 


Earlier, the secretary of state, internal affairs and rural 
development, Mr. Sam Maligie, also registered the 
loyalty and support of the entire department. 


Sierra Leone: Bio Concludes ‘Successful’ Visit to 
Guinea 


AB2001205696 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 20 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Tue chairman of the NPRC 
(National Provisional Ruling Council] and head of state, 
Brigadier Julius Maada Bio, has concluded a one-day 
successful visit to Guinea, where he briefed the Guinean 
head of state, President Lansana Conte, on the events 
that led to the change of leadership in the NPRC 
government. 


Brig. Bio, who was accompanied by the director of De- 
fense Intelligence, Lieutenant Colonel Charles Mbayo, 
and the director of Defense Administration, Lieutenant 
Colonel Idris Kamara, was received at the Gbessia In- 
ternational Airport by Guinean Foreign Minister Kebe 
Zoumanigui and top Guinean functionaries. 


After being led in a motorcade to the Palais de la Nation, 
Brig. Bio was received with a warm brotherly embrace 
by Guinea head of state General Lansana Conte. Gen. 
Conte welcomed the new Sierra Leonean head of state 
and expressed appreciation for the fraternal ties existing 
between Sierra Leone and Guinea. President Lansana 
Conte stressed the need to reactivate the close ties 
between the two countries and assured Brig. Bio of his 
determination to consolidate the ties between him and 
the governments and people of Guinea and Sierra Leone. 


In response, Chairman Bio thanked President Lansana 
Conte, the government and people of Guinea for the 
warm reception accorded him and his delegation. He 
gave the Guinean head a comprehensive account of 
evenis of Tuesday, January the 16th, noting that all 
that (?transpired) was done in the interest of the people 
of Sierra Leone. The Sierra Leonean head of state 
expressed gratitude on the behalf of the government and 
people of Sierra Leone for the solidarity and interest the 
Guinean leader has always manifested in the affairs of 
Sierra Leone. 


In a communique issued after their talks, the two heads 
of state emphasized the need to revamp and consolidate 
the cordial relations between their two countries, and 
to make all efforts in ensuring that lasting peace and 
security prevail in Sierra Leone. The two heads of state 
also reviewed the situation in Liberia and reaffirmed 
their desire for peaceful resolution of the Liberian crisis 
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in accordance with ECOWAS [Eccnomic Community 
of West African States) peace efforts. Sierra Leone’s 
head of state Brig. Bio extended an invitation to Gen. 
Conte to pay an official visit to Sierra Leone, which the 
Guinean head of state duly accepted. 


Earlier, in an interview by Guinean Television at 
the Gbessia Internationa! Airport, Brig. Bio informed 
them that he was in Guinea to brief his brother and 
colleague, President Lansana Conte, on the reasons that 
necessitated the overthrow of Captain Strasser. The 
NPRC chairman and head of state said the visit was 
also meant to assure Gen. Conte that the situation in 
Sierra Leone was normal, and that there was no cause 
for alarm. On the democratic transition program, the 
Sierra Leone leader reemphasized that the 26 February 
date for elections is still on course. 


Sierra Leone: Chairman Bio’s Ministerial 
Appointments Announced 

AB1901231096 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2205 GMT 19 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] It has pleased His Excellency, 
the chairman National Provisional Ruling ‘Council and 
head of state, Brigadier Julius Maada Bio, to make the 
following appointments: 


Deputy Chairman: Colonel Akim (Ejibrial) 
Quef of Defense Staff Brigadier John Toure 
Chief of Army Staff Liewtenamt Colonel P. S 
Moade 
Secretary of State, Finance Dr. Samura Kamara 
Secretary of State, Agricukture Dr. Sam Cisseh 
Secretary of State, Trade, Mr. Paul Tuagbe 
Industry, aad State Eaterprises 
Secretary of State, Health and Dr. N.C. Eajao 
Social Services: 
Secretary of State, Works Liewtenaat Colonel J.P. 
Gboadu 
Attorney General, Secretary of Claude Kambo 
State, Divisica of Health 
D.S. DeWilliams 


Ecoa. Plaaaiag: 

Secretary of State. Education Praacis Kaikas 
Secretary of State, Land, Paul Kamera 
Heusiag. & Eaviwoament. 
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Deputy Chairmaa: Coloael Akim (Ejibrial) 
Secretary of State, Labor, Alusai Jalloh 
Baerey, & Power: 
Secrutary of State, Foreign Louisin Chabuba 
Affairs, Intl. Cooperation: 
Secretary of State, Mineral Dan Foday 
Resources: 


Secretary of State, Internal Major General (rtd) Jusuf Goto 
Affairs: 


Secretary of State, Marine Alfred Akilo- Becks 
Resources: 

Secretary of State, Capt. Patrick Koavor Amara 
Youth,Sports, & Social 

Mobilization: 

Undersecretary of State, Major Tanke Bangours 
Pinance. 

Secretary of State, Southern Lt. Col R.Y. Koromah 
Region: 

Secretary of State, Information, Mrs. Margaret A. Idriss 
Broadcasting, & Culture: 


The Department of Rural Development is now detached 
from the Department of Internal Affairs and absorbed by 
the Department of Development and Economic Planning 


Sierra Leone: Biographical Background on Maada 
Bio Broadcast 


AB2101131296 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 20 Jan 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Our profile is on the man who 
this week seized power in Sierra Leone from Captain 
Valentine Strasser, his second in command, Brigadier 
General Julius Maada Bio. He kept a relatively low 
profile in the four years of Strasser's rule. He won't be 
able to stay in the background anymore now, because 
he has become head of state, just weeks from al 
elections and at a time when the civil war is still 
raging in the south and east of the country. So, who is 
Sierra Leone's new man? Here is our Bo correspondent, 
Alhassan Sillah: 


(Begin Sillah recording) Julius Maada Bio was born in 
Tihun village in Ban District, southern Sierra Leone, 
some 33 years ago. He attended the Holy Family Pri- 
mary School in Pujahun and later the Bo Government 
School, where he obtained the Advanced Level Cer- 
tificate. Julius Maada Bio hails from a paramount chief- 
taincy family. His father, the late paramount chief, Char- 
lie Bio, who was a member of parliament in the 1960's, 
ae Se are ae er Cay ee ey Soe Ge 
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Brig. Julius Maada Bio, who joined the Army some 
10 years ago, shot into prominence in 1992 in the 
wake of the Valentine Strasser-led coup that toppled the 
APC [All-People’s Congress) regime of General Joseph 
Momoh. He became the NPRC’s [National Provisional 
Ruling Council] number two man in 1993 when his 
predecessor, Captain Saj Musa, fell out of favor and was 
deposed. Following persistent cries of disenchantment 
from cii:zens over the Army's dismal performance in 
their fight against Revolutionary United Front (RUF 
insurgents, led by Corporal Foday Sankoh, the then head 
of state, Captain Valentine Strasser, withdrew most of 
his army colleagues from the day-to-day functions of the 
central government and created directorates for them at 
military headquarters. 


Julius Maada Bio, in addition to his deputy chairman- 
ship, was appointed chief of defense staff and promoted 
from captain to brigadier. In this capacity, he proved 
himself a capable soldier, no doubt drawing from his 
experience in his services with ECOMOG [Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Monitor- 
ing Group) in Liberia, by keeping RUF rebels at bay. 
His concern for displaced war victims in his capacity as 
head of the National Rehabilitation Committee, or Nare- 
com, would attest to the fact that Maada Bio has tasted 
the bitterness of war. His elder sister, Agnes, and her 
husband, Dean Diallo, were abducted by RUF rebels at 
Bundumu Teachers college in eastern Sierra Leone at 
the start of the war. Also, another sister of his, Emelda, 
was tortured and killed by RUF rebels in the street of 
Bo in 1992. The highest single massacre carried out by 
rebels of the RUF last year was in his hometown and 
lots of his relations were killed. 


Brig. Julius Maada Bio, the self-spoken {as heard) 
and calculated new head of state, within 48 hours of 
his initial takeover made a broadcast to the nation 
and succeeded in converting nonbelievers, including 
politicians, who said his action was aimed at derailing 
the ongoing democratization process. I am told that the 
word Maada in the Mende tribe, to which the new head 
of state belongs, means old man. Probably, it won't be 
long before Sierra Leoneans realize that they are only 
beginning to see witty flashes of this 33 year-old man. 
He is married with three children. (end recording] 


Sierra Leone: Mercenary Convoy Arrives in Bo 
Despite RUF Attacks 


AB2101205896 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 21 Jan 96 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] One of the most destructive 
tactics being used by the RUF [Revolutionary United 
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Front) rebels in Sierra Leone has been to attack vehicles 
using the main highway linking the capital Freetown 
with the southern provincial capital, Bo. Shortages 
have sent prices of food and other essentials through 
the roof, but this weekend there is something for 
the people of Bo to cheer about with the arrival of 
a massive relief convoy under the protection of the 
South African military group, Executive Outcomes. Our 
correspondent, Alhassan Sillah, telexed this report: 


The plight of the displaced population, particularly 
children and pediatric feeding centers in Bo and Kenema 
is expected to be significantly eased following the 
arrival last evening of more than 40 fuel tankers, trucks, 
and trailers loaded with relief items, and escorted by 
members of the South African Executive Outcomes 
group fighting alongside the Sierra Leone Army. 


This is the first time that an all-Executive Outcomes 
team has escorted a convoy of vehicles across the rebel 
ambush-ridden (?7Masaka) Mile 91 route leading into 
this part of the country, and it is not clear whether 
this is a new mandate given to the South Africans, 
whose operations have largely been concentrated in 
the diamond fields in Kono district up until now. 
All the same, observers have been quick to credit 
the new Maada Bio-led government with this move. 
Aid organizations operating in the south and east 
have recently expressed fears about deepening food 
shortages. In Bo this morning, prices of essential goods 
have gone down dramatically. Rice, for example, which 
was being sold at 400 leones a cup, has dropped to 120 
leones. 


Meanwhile, civilians who travelled on yesterday's con- 
voy speak of decaying corpses littering the main route 
around the town of Kayama, where RUF rebels ear- 
lier this month unleashed their latest atrocity against the 
civilian population. One lady student told me that for a 
full five minutes, passengers had to hold their noses as 
the strong scent from decaying and unburied bodies rent 
the air. 


Although the arrival of the convoy has been greeted 
with jubilation in Bo, there remains a source of worry 
that this crucial stretch of road needs to have a military 
convoy. 
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